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TORRINGTON  AREA  HEALTH  DISTRICT 
  350 Main Street      Suite A      Torrington, Connecticut 06790 
  Phone  (860) 489-0436      Fax  (860) 496-8243      E-mail   info@tahd.org      Web Address   www.tahd.org  
 
    "Promoting Health & Preventing Disease Since 1967" 

.SUBDIVISION REVIEW APPLICATION 
 

TOWN      STREET             MAP#       BLOCK       LOT#     . 

SUBDIVISION NAME     TOTAL ACREAGE       . 

NO. LOTS PROPOSED     ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROPOSED   [    ] yes     [    ] no 

TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY               PRIVATE WELL   [    ]        PUBLIC WATER   [    ] 

IF PUBLIC WATER NAME OF UTILITY             . 

PROJECT ENGINEER               CONN. LICENSE NO.      . 

ADDRESS                 TEL. NO.        . 

OWNER      ADDRESS         . 

TEL. NO.     

SOIL SCIENTIST DELINEATING WETLAND           . 

NAME       ADDRESS         . 

APPLICATION MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A PRELIMINARY MAP OF PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT AND $125.00/LOT SOIL TEST FEE.  AN ADDITIONAL $125.00/LOT 
REVIEW FEE MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH FINAL SUBDIVISION PLANS.  CHECKS 
SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO T.A.H.D.         (Rev 4-23-07) 
 

FOR HEALTH DISTRICT USE ONLY 
 
FEE     

ASSIGNED TO    SCHEDULED TESTING DATE(s)       . 

DATE OF RECEIPT OF COMPLETED TEST DATA/PLANS         . 

SUBDIVISION APPROVED FOR SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL      [    ]  yes       [    ]  no 

IF YES, TOTAL LOTS APPROVED   DATE OF APPROVAL LETTER       . 

IF NO, NUMBER OF LOTS NOT APPROVED (check one) 

[    ]  FORMAL SUBMITTAL NEVER REVIEWED    [    ]  WET WEATHER EVAL. REQUIRED 

[    ]  LOTS NOT SUITABLE             [    ]  GROUND WATER MONITORING REQUIRED 

[    ]  INSUFFICIENT TEST/FIELD DATA   [    ]  OTHER – EXPLAIN  
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 SUBDIVISION REQUIREMENTS FOR ENGINEERS 
 
 

T.A.H.D. must be notified at least ten (10) working days prior to any  
subdivision testing.  Applications for subdivision review (attached) must be completed 
and returned to this office with the appropriate fee prior to site testing. 

 
 
 
IN FIELD 
 
1. In ledge areas or where ledge is encountered at less than 7 ft., enough observation   
 pits, dug to show suitable area for system and 100% reserve.  
2. All observation pits, regardless of results, identified in field by numbers corresponding to 

report submitted.  Stand-pipes must be located in all deep test pits to a depth of 7 ft. and 
be labeled with test hole number.  

3. All wetlands must be field identified by a soil scientist.  Identification flags must be 
numbered.  

 
 
 
ON PLANS 
 
1. Show completely any water courses, seasonal tributaries, proposed or existing storm 

water and road drainage systems, retention ponds, and/or easements.  
2. Inland wetland boundaries must be established by a soil scientist and located on 

subdivision map by a surveying method.  Field identification numbers must be shown on 
map.  In cases where wetland soils have not been found, a letter from the soil scientist to 
that effect should be submitted with the subdivision report.   

3. Show original and finished contours and elevations including road and driveway cuts.  
Contours must be at 2-ft. intervals unless otherwise approved by T.A.H.D.   

4. Locate all observation pits and percolation tests on map with corresponding numbers.  
Test hole locations must be accurately established by a licensed surveyor or engineer.   

5. Indicate tentative house site (in compliance with zoning or land use requirements), 
driveway, well and proposed primary and reserve septic sites.  

6. Where ledge rock, hardpan and/or ground water conditions are such that fill will be 
required as part of the final subsurface disposal design, the subdivision plan should 
include finish contours in the primary and reserve septic areas.  

7. Show rights of way, easements and/or deed restrictions, which encumber land use.  
8. Where curtain drains or footing drains are proposed, the location and discharge point 

should be shown.  
9. Show any adjacent property wells or septic systems.  
10. Show minimum wetland/watercourse separating distances as required by T.A.H.D. local 

regulations.   
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11. Plans must bear the seal and signature of the engineer and surveyor.   
12. Plans must also address Minimum Leaching System Spread (MLSS) for each proposed 

lot.   
 
 
 
REPORT 
 
A report should be submitted with the subdivision plan, which addresses the site limitations for 
subsurface sewage disposal, based on the engineer’s analysis of the test data.  General design 
recommendations should be provided on an individual lot basis and include essential site 
modifications necessary to achieve code compliance.  I.e., fill requirements, curtain drain, 
pumped system, etc.  Septic system primary and reserve blocking on map should reflect the 
design percolation rate and bedroom number.  T.A.H.D. approvals will be qualified based on 
these design layouts.  For example, if a lot depicts a three-bedroom system layout, T.A.H.D. 
approval will be limited to three bedrooms.   
 
 
 
SHALLOW LEDGE 
 
Lots must exhibit a minimum ledge depth of 4 ft. in both the primary and reserve septic sites for 
subdivision approval.  Test holes down gradient of the primary and reserve sites should establish 
a minimum soil mantel of 2 ft. for a distance of 50 ft.   
 
 
 
TEST CURTAIN DRAINS 
 
When ground water or mottling levels are less than 18 inches from the surface and curtain drains 
are proposed to meet minimum health code requirements, T.A.H.D. may require that a test drain 
be installed and ground water levels monitored through a wet season before the lot is approved.  
When such site testing is warranted, the following procedures will be followed.  
 
1. The curtain drain must be installed in accord with a detailed design plan prepared by a 

Professional Engineer.  The plan must be submitted to T.A.H.D. for comment prior to curtain 
drain installation and should include the location and number of all proposed ground water 
monitoring wells.  The drain must be field staked by the engineer or surveyor and T.A.H.D. 
must be notified prior to the start of the work.  For monitoring purposes, an open ditch may 
be substituted for a stone or fabric drain.  A curtain drain consisting of at least 50% of the 
proposed plan drain may also be installed with the approval of the design engineer.  In this 
case, ground water monitoring wells would be located in the system area that is drain 
protected.   
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2. A series of standpipes should be placed above and below the curtain drain.  Stand pipes 
below the drain should be set back a distance approximately equal to the most down gradient 
portion of the primary leaching system.  An attempt should be made to locate the up gradient 
installations above the drawdown influence of the drain.  Standpipes should be fitted with a 
cover to exclude precipitation and should extend below grade a minimum of 36 inches.  All 
pipes should be numbered.  Siltation protection through the use of filter fabric, sand or stone 
may be used at the discretion of the design engineer.   

3. The time of the year and the duration of the period for curtain drain monitoring will be 
determined on the basis of the following:   
a) Ground water levels must be at a point considered at or near seasonal maximum for a 

period of at least thirty days.  While this will generally be in the spring, other months 
may be acceptable depending on recorded rainfall and ground water data.   

b) The depth to ground water in the standpipes must be recorded by the design engineer at 
weekly intervals or more frequently for a period of not less than 30 days during critical 
ground water periods.  TAHD must be notified when ground water levels are observed at 
depth greater than or equal to 18 inches from grade in the septic area test site during 
critical monitoring periods.  

4. A report must be prepared by the design engineer and submitted to TAHD at the completion 
of the curtain drain monitoring period.  Conclusions as to the suitability of the site for 
subsurface sewage disposal based on the field monitoring data must be contained therein.  
This report must be provided regardless of the success of the curtain drain. 

5.  In the event of questionable maximum ground water levels as observed or indicated by 
mottling in test pits, a similar monitoring procedure will be utilized.       

 
 
     
DETAILED DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 
 
When the subdivision plan proposes the development of lots where the septic primary and 
reserve subsurface sewage disposal sites are spacially constrained by required setback distances,  
MLSS spreads, or other site limitations, the TAHD may require detailed design plans as part of 
the subdivision submittal.  In these cases, all criterion used for the development of individual 
design plans set forth in the Technical Standards will be applied in our review (i.e. scale, 
contours, sections, etc.).  
 
 
 
SEPARATING DISTANCES 
 
T.A.H.D. requires a minimum setback distance of 75 ft.  from a proposed septic system (primary 
and reserve) to a wetland or watercourse.  Local wetland/conservation commissions may have 
established more stringent setbacks or may regulate activities beyond this distance.  The engineer 
should contact the local wetland enforcement or planning agent concerning additional 
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restrictions relative to septic system placement.  For the purpose of T.A.H.D. subdivision review, 
the minimum setback distance are noted below.   
 
 
TOWN         OPEN WATER   WETLANDS 
 
BETHLEHEM 150 FT. 100 FT. 

CANAAN  75 FT.  75 FT. 

CORNWALL   75 FT.   75 FT. 

GOSHEN   75 FT.   75 FT. 

HARWINTON   75 FT.   75 FT. 

KENT   75 FT.   75 FT. 

LITCHFIELD   75 FT.   75 FT. 

MORRIS   75 FT.   75 FT. 

NORFOLK   75 FT.   75 FT. 

PLYMOUTH   75 FT.   75 FT. 

SALISBURY   75 FT.   75 FT. 

THOMASTON   75 FT.   75 FT. 

TORRINGTON   75 FT.   75 FT. 

WARREN   75 FT.   75 FT. 

WATERTOWN 100 FT.   75 FT. 

WINSTED   75 FT.   75 FT.  

 
03/21/01 
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