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INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSES REGULATIONS : TOWN of WASHINGTON 

FOREWORD 

Purpose and History of These Regulations 

Of all the watchdog and regulatory responsibilities performed 
by town commissions in Connecticut, only those overseeing inland 
wetlands and watercourses are mandated (rather than simply per
mitted) by state statute. The reasons for mandating local wet
lands and watercourses regulations are simple: 

First, wetlands and watercourses are crucial parts of the sys
tem that produces the water we drink. 

Second, wetlands and watercourses are the primary flood-control 
systems present in the landscape. 

Third, wetlands and watercourses are important segments of the 
whole environment, supporting everything from the air we 
breathe to the wildlife around us. 

Fourth, wetlands and watercourses are major resources for pub
lic and private recreation • 

Fifth and applying to all of the above, wetlands and water
courses do not respect political boundaries; actions taken in 
wetlands or watercourses within one community may well produce 
severely adverse effects in other communities. 

Thus, the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act of 1974 (Section 
22a-36 to 22a-45 of the Connecticut General statutes, 1972, P.A. 
155, as amended) states that because wetlands and watercourses 
perform many valuable functions, they are to be protected from 
random, unnecessary, undesirable, and unregulated uses and dis
turbances and destruction. The Act requires that the State De
partment of Environmental Protection (DEP) and each Connecticut 
municipality: 

--Minimize the disturbance and pollution of wetlands and water
courses; 

--Maintain and improve water quality; 

--Prevent damage from erosion and water turbidity and silta
tion; 

--Prevent the loss of aquatic vegetable and animal life; 
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--Deter and inhibit the danger of flood and resulting pollu
tion; 

--Protect the quality of wetlands and watercourses for the sake 
of conservation, economics, aesthetics, recreation, and other 
uses; 

--Protect potable fresh water supplies from drought, over
draught, pollution, and other misuse and mismanagement. 

The Act further requires, and provides the basis for, an 
orderly regulatory process that balances the need for economic 
growth and the need to use land and water with the need to pro
tect the environment for the sake of generations to come. 

As of July 1, 1987, all municipalities must regulate wetlands 
and watercourses on or before July 1, 1988. After a public hear
ing, the State Department of Environmental Protection may revoke 
the regulatory authority of a municipal wetland agency if it 
finds that such agency has consistently failed to perform its 
duties, and the costs of review of such revocation shall be borne 
by the municipality. 

The Town of Washington, in anticipation of the passage of the 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act of 1974, authorized the 
preparation of Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations and 
the establishment of an Inland Wetlands Commission at a Town 
Meeting on October 1, 1973. Its first regulations were promul
gated on June 14, 1974--ten days after the Act became law. 

Those regulations have since been revised and amended several 
times. The present revision is designed to make the application, 
licensing, and regulatory process as clear, efficient, fair, and 
orderly as possible. 

The Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission is now the des
ignated wetlands and watercourses regulatory agency for the Town 
of Washington. It invites written suggestions for improving the 
clarity, efficiency, fairness, and orderliness of these regula
tions and of its regulatory processes. 

Copies of the State Statutes are available for inspection in 
the office of the Washington Town Clerk. 
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SECTION 1: TITLE AND AUTHORITY 

1.1 These regulations shall be known as the "Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Washington". 

1.2 These regulations have been prepared and amended by the 
Inland Wetlands Commission and (after July 1, 1986) the 
Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission in accordance 
with the provisions of sections 22a-36 to 22a-45 of the 
Connecticut General Statutes, as amended, and have been 
authorized by Town Meeting of the Town of Washington by an 
ordinance adopted October 1, 1973, which established the 
Washington Inland Wetlands Commission; and by a second 
ordinance adopted on May 7, 1976, which provided for al
ternates to that Commission; and by a third ordinance, on 
May 22, 1986, which created a new Commission combining the 
responsibilities of the Conservation and Inland Wetlands 
commissions. 

1.3 These regulations were further revised and amended as of 
April 1, 1998 in accordance with the Connecticut General 
Statutes. 

1.4 

1.5 

Pursuant to the Act, the Inland Wetlands and Conservation 
Commission shall enforce all provisions of the Inland Wet
lands and Watercourses Act and shall issue, issue with 
special provisions, or deny permits for all regulated ac
tivities on inland wetlands and watercourses within the 
Town. 

The use of all regulated areas in the Town of Washington 
shall be subject to these regulations. 
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SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS 

As used in these Regulations: 

2.1 The "Act" means sections 22a-36 to 22a-45, inclusive, of 
the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended. 

2.2 "Boat Anchorage" means a structure where boats and vessels 
are anchored or secured in place including but not limited 
to a dock, pier, wharf, or bulkhead. 

2.3 "Bogs" are distinguished by evergreen trees and shrubs 
underlain by peat deposits, poor drainage,' and highly-aci
dic conditions. 

2.4 "Clear cutting" means the harvesting or removal of the 
majority of timber in a fashion that removes trees larger 
than a 2-inch diameter measured at a height of 4~ feet or 
the removal of vegetation in a manner that significantly 
alters the natural or indigenous character of the regu
lated area. (Refer to Section 2: 2.23 and 2.34.) 

2.5 

2.6 

"Commission", also referred to as the "Agency", means the 
Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission of the Town of 
Washington. 

"continual flow" means a flow of water which persists for 
an extended period of time; this flow may be interrupted 
during periods of drought or during the low flow period of 
the annual hydrological cycle, June through September, but 
it recurs in prolonged succession. 

2.7 "Deposit" includes but shall not be limited to: fill, 
grade, dump, place, discharge, or emit. 

2.8 "Designated agent" means an individual designated by the 
Commission to carry out its functions and purposes. 

2.9 "Discharge" means the emission of any water, substances, 
or material into any wetlands or watercourses--whether or 
not such emission causes pollution. ' 

2.10 "Disturb the natural and indigenous character of the land" 
means that the activity will significantly alter the in
land wetlands or watercourses by reason of removal or de
position of material, clear cutting, alteration or ob
struction of water flow, or will result in the pollution 
of the wetland or watercourse. 
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2.11 "Dock" means a permanent or temporary floating structure, 
wharf, or platform attached to land consisting of but not 
limited to wood, fiberglass, steel, plastic, styrofoam, 
foamboard, or similar material. 

2.12 "Essential to the farming operation" means that the ac
tivity proposed is necessary and indispensable to sustain 
farming activities on an existing farm. 

2.13 "Farm" means land taxed as farmland in and by the Town. 

2.14 "Farming" means use of land for the growing of crops, 
raising of livestock, or other agricultural use. 

2.15 "Feasible" means able to be constructed or implemented 
consistent with sound engineering principles. 

2.16 "Fire ponds" means ponds (which are wetlands under these 
regulations) created for the specific purpose of fire pro
tection. Ponds must have a capacity of at least 60,000 
gallons of available storage with the natural capability 
of refill through springs and/or streams. They must be 
located so as to provide easy access for the Washington 
Town Fire Department. The applicant should refer to the 
Regulations of the Zoning Commission of the Town of Wash
ington, Section 14.7.11. 

2.17 "Flood plain" means a normally dry land area that is sub
ject to partial or complete inundation by the overflow of 
inland water and/or the unusual and rapid accumulation of 
runoff or surface waters from any source. Refer to Town 
of Washin.gton Floodplain Management Ordinance dated May 
26, 1988, amended August 18, 1988 and September 30, 1992, 
available in the Town Clerk's office. 

2.18 "Forestry" means silviculture and the harvesting or log
ging of trees for sale as Christmas trees, firewood, 
poles, lumber, chips, or mulch. 

2.19 "Hydrophytic vegetation" means plant life growing in wa
ter, soil, or on a substrate that is at least periodically 
deficient in oxygen as a result of excessive water con
tent. 

2.20 "Informed judgment" means judgment based on reference to 
these regulations and on the past regulatory experience of 
members of the Commission; it may also include judgment 
informed by professional advice, reports, publications, 
and documents. 
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2.21 "Inventory Map" means the map entitled "Official Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses Map, Washington, Connecticut". 
It is a map of soil types and is available for inspection 
in the office of the Town Clerk. 

2.22 "License" means the whole or any part of any permit, cer
tificate of approval or similar form of permission that 
may be required of any person by the provisions of these 
regulations under the authority of the Commission. 

2.23 "Logging" means the cutting of timber for firewood, poles, 
lumber, chips, or mulch. It includes the felling and 
limbing of trees, the disposition of unwanted parts of 
trees, and the transporting, hauling, or dragging of wood 
from the site of tree-felling to a Town or State road. 
(Refer to Section 2: 2.34.) 

2.24 "Management practice" means a practice, activity, struc
ture or facility designed to effectively prevent or mini
mize pollution or other environmental damage or to main
tain or enhance existing environmental quality. Such man
agement practices include, but are not limited to, erosion 
and sedimentation controls; restrictions on land use or 
development; construction setbacks from wetlands or water
courses; proper disposal of waste materials; procedures 

.. ~ 

for equipment maintenance to prevent fuel spillage; con- ~ 
struction methods to prevent flooding or disturbance of ) 
wetlands and watercourses; procedures for maintaining con-
tinuous stream flows; confining construction that must 
take place in watercourses to times when water flows are 
low and fish and wildlife will not be adversely affected. 

2.25 "Marshes" are areas with soils that exhibit aquic moisture 
regimes that are distinguished by the absence of trees and 
shrubs and are dominated by soft-stemmed herbaceous 
plants. The water table in marshes is at or above the 
surface throughout the year, but seasonal fluctuations are 
encountered and areas of open water six inches or more in 
depth are common. 

2.26 "Material" means any substance--solid or liquid, organic 
or inorganic, including but not limited to soil, slash or 
other by-products including wood chips from logging and 
forest practice operations, sediment, aggregate, land, 
gravel, clay, bog, peat, mud, debris, sand, refuse, or 
waste. 
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2.27 "Mooring" means a device including, but not limited to, a 
line, cable, or chain connected to a floating structure or 
a yachtsman's grapnel, mushroom or other type of anchor by 
which a boat or other watercraft is secured in place. 

2.28 "Owner" means a holder of an interest in the subject prop
erty, whether in fee, or as a purchaser under a contract 
to purchase. 

2.29 "Permit" means the whole or any part of any license, cer
tificate of approval or similar form of permission which 
may be required of any person by the provisions of these 
regulations under the authority of the Commission. 

2.30 "Permittee" means the person to whom such permit has been 
issued. 

2.31 "Person" means any person, firm, partnership, association, 
corporation, company, organization, agency, or legal en
tity of any kind, including the Town of Washington and 
other municipal corporations, governmental agencies, or 
subdivisions thereof. 

2.32 "Pollution" means harmful thermal effect or the contamina
tion or rendering unclean or impure of any waters of the 
State by reason of any waste or other materials discharged 
or deposited therein by any public or private sewer or 
otherwise so as to directly or indirectly come in contact 
with any waters. This includes, but is not limited to, 
erosion and sedimentation resulting from any filling, land 
clearing or excavation activity. 

2.33 "Prudent" means economically and otherwise reasonable in 
light of the social benefits to be derived from the pro
posed regulated activity, provided cost may be considered 
in deciding what is prudent and further provided a mere 
showing of expense will not necessarily mean an alterna
tive is imprudent. 

2.34 "Regulated activity" means any operation within or use of 
a wetland or watercourse, whether or not such wetland or 
watercourse is shown on the Inventory Map, involving re
moval or deposition of material, or any obstruction, con
struction, alteration or pollution of such wetlands and 
watercourses, but shall not include the specified acti
vities in Section 4 of these Regulations. Any clearing, 
grubbing, grading, paving, excavating, filling, construct
ing, installing or repairing of septic systems, depositing 
or removing of material and discharging of storm water on 
the land within 100 feet, measured horizontally, of the 
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boundary of any wetland or watercourse, unless exempted by 
Section 4, is a regulated activity. 

Furthermore, certain activities, operations and uses of 
land occurring outside the boundaries of wetlands and wa
tercourses may have a detrimental effect on those wetlands 
and watercourses. If the Commission determines that any 
such activity, operation, or use will caus·e or has a rea
sonable likelihood of causing such an adverse impact, in 
the absence of regulation the Commission may deem such 
activity, operation or use to be a "regulated activity" 
requiring a permit pursuant to these regulations, regard
less of the location of the activity, operation or use in 
relation to the wetland or watercourse. 

2.35 "Regulated area" means any inland wetland or watercourse 
of the Town of Washington, small or large, natural or man
made, existing seasonally or year-round, and which need 
not appear as a wetland or watercourse on the Inventory 
Map, and the 100 foot area adjoining any wetlands or wa
tercourse. 

2.36 "Remove" includes, but shall not be limited to, drain, 
excavate, mine, dig, dredge, suck, grub, clear-cut timber, 
bulldoze, dragline or blast. 

2.37 "Rendering unclean or impure" means any alteration of the 
physical, chemical, or biological properties of any of the 
waters of Connecticut, including but not limited to change 
in color, odor, turbidity, or taste, which in the informed 
judgment of the Commission is a deleterious alteration. 

2.38 "Significant impact" means a perceptibly harmful effect on 
a wetland or watercourse. Such effects may include, but 
are not limited to, the following: 

(a) Substantial turbidity, siltation, or sedimentation of 
a stream, lake, or reservoir. 

(b) Destruction or impairment of an identified aquifer or 
recharge area. 

(c) Reduction of the natural flood-storage capacity of an 
inland wetland or watercourse. 

(d) Increase or decrease in the volume or velocity of a 
watercourse that might lead either to increased chance 
of upstream or downstream flooding or to decreased 
minimum flow in periods of drought. 
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(e) Actual or potential pollution of an aquifer or water
course. 

(f) 

( g) 

Reduction of the natural capacity of an inland wetland 
or watercourse to support biological life and/or to 
function effectively as part of the total wetland eco
system. 
Loss of productivity of an economic resource. 

(h) Loss of unique and/or undisturbed areas valuable for 
scientific or educational purposes. 

(i) Reduction of the area's suitability for recreation 
because of destruction of wildlife habitat, scenic 
views, or historic features. 

(j) Threat to the health, welfare, or safety of the com
munity or of any individual within that community. 

2.39 "Soil scientist" means an individual duly qualified in 
accordance with standards set by the Federal Office of 
Personnel Management (formerly the U.S. Civil Service Com
mission). 

2.40 "Submerged lands" means those lands that are inundated by 
water on a seasonal or more frequent basis. 

2.41 "Surveys and Maps" (defined by the Connecticut Association 
of Land Surveyors): 

(a) CLASS A-I: Accuracy of survey to be used in areas 
where density and other factors warrant a high degree 
of accuracy. 1:10.000 position accuracy. 

(b) CLASS A-2: Accuracy of survey to be used in areas 
where density and other factors warrant a moderate 
degree of accuracy. 1:5.000 position accuracy. 

(c) CLASS D: Shall be identified as'such on map in bold 
letters 3/16" high and shall include the following 
statement: 

"This map is compiled from other maps, deed dimensions 
and other sources of information, is not to be con
strued as an accurate survey, and is subject to final 
changes as a more accurate survey may disclose." 

2.42 "Swamps" are areas with soils that exhibit aquic moisture 
regimes and are dominated by wetland trees and shrubs and 
herbaceous plants including but not limited to skunk cab
bage, jack-in-the-pulpit, buttonbush, alder, willow, dog
wood, viburnum, black-berried elder, sweetgale, leather
leaf, steeplebush, winterberry, shadbush, purple choke-
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cherry, spicebush, sweet pepperbush, highbush blueberry, 
white swamp azalea, red maple, silver maple, black ash, 
hemlock, white pine, tupelo, yellow birch, swamp white 
oak, pin oak, and larch. 

2.43 "Town" means Town of Washington. 

2.44 "Waste" means sewage or any substance--liquid, gaseous, 
solid, toxic, or radioactive--that may cause or tend to 
cause pollution of any waters. 

2.45 "Watercourses" means rivers, streams, brooks, waterways, 
lakes, ponds, marshes, swamps, bogs, and all other bodies 
of water, natural or artificial, vernal or intermittent, 
public or private, which are contained within, flow 
through, or border the Town of Washington. Intermittent 
watercourses shall be delineated by a defined permanent 
channel and bank and the occurrence of two or more of the 
following characteristics: 

(a) evidence of scour or deposits of recent alluvium or 
detritus, 

(b) the presence of standing or flowing water for a dura
tion longer than a particular storm incident, and 

(c) the presence of hydrophytic vegetation. 

2.46 "Wetlands" means land, including submerged land that, as 
defined in Section 22a-38(15) of the Act, consists of any 
of the soil types designated as poorly-drained, very 
poorly-drained, alluvial, and floodplain by the National 
Cooperative Soils Survey (which may be amended from time 
to time) of the Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Such areas may include 
filled, graded, or excavated sites that possess an aquatic 
(saturated) soil moisture regime as defined by the 
U.S.D.A. Cooperative Soil Survey. 

2.47 FURTHER DEFINITIONS: Any terms not defined within the 
Inland Wetlands Regulations shall be defined by common 
usage and interpreted in accordance with regulations of 
the Planning and Zoning Commissions of the Town. 

2.48 The words and phrases defined above need not be capital
ized in these regUlations in order for the definitions to 
apply. 
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SECTION 3: INVENTORY OF REGULATED AREAS 

3.1 The map of regulated areas entitled "Official Inland Wet
lands and Watercourses Map, Washington, Connecticut" dated 
March 1, 1974, delineates the general location and boun
daries of inland wetlands and the general location of wa
tercoprses and is incorporated into these Regulations. 
Copies of this Inventory Map are available for inspection 
in the office of the Town Clerk. In all cases, the pre
cise location of regulated areas shall be determined by 
the actual character of the land, the distribution of wet
land soil types and the location of watercourses. Such 
determinations shall be made by field inspection and/or 
testing conducted by a certified soil scientist where soil 
classifications are required or, where watercourse deter
minations are required, by other qualified individuals. 

(a) The Commission recognizes that its Inventory Map may 
not be accurate in all instances. The Commission re
serves the right to determine the actual limit of its 
jurisdiction by field inspection, preferably by a cer
tified soil scientist. In addition, all watercourses 
are regulated areas. Many watercourses are shown on 
the Inventory Map, however, watercourses not shown on 
the Inventory Map are nonetheless regarded by the Com
mission as regulated areas. Such regulated areas may 
include, but are not limited to, brooks that run only 
in the spring season or during heavy rains (i.e., in
termittent brooks or streams), marshes, swamps, and 
bogs. 

3.2 Other regulated areas are defined by soil types, and areas 
of such soil types are shown on the Inventory Map. How
ever. the Inventory Map shall serve only as a guide. 
Lands not designated on the InventokY Map as wetlands may 
in fact be wetlands by soil type. 

3.3 In cases where a person, including an applicant, disputes 
the designation of any part of his land or any watercourse 
as a regulated area, he or she shall have the burden of 
proving that designation inapplicable. (See Section 17: 

3.4 

Amendment Procedure.) 

In order to establish that he or she is exempt from these 
regulations, a person may be required by the Commission to 
present written documentation by a certified soil scien
tist that the land or section of land in question is not 
of a soil type classified by the National Cooperative 
Soils Survey as poorly-drained or very poorly-drained or 
alluvial or floodplain. The Commission may engage a soil 
scientist of its own choice to examine the land in ques
tion. However, it is not required to do so before chal
lenging the accuracy of the Inventory Map or requiring the 
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applicant to provide said documentation. The report of 
such soil scientist shall be available to the public and 
shall be taken into consideration by the Commission. The, 
Commission may require the digging of special test pits at 
the expense of the person seeking the exemption to aid it 
in its investigation, and it may set the dimensions of 
such test pits. 

3.5 The Commission and/or its designated agent shall monitor 
and maintain general surveillance of all the regulated 
areas within the Town to prevent or halt unauthorized ac
tivities. 

3.6 The Commission shall inventory and maintain current rec
ords of all regulated areas within the Town. The Agency 
may amend its Inventory Map from time to time as informa
tion becomes available relative to more accurate delinea
tion of inland wetlands and watercourses within the Town. 
Such Inventory Map amendments are subject to the public 
hearing process outlined in Section 17 of these Regula
tions. 
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SECTION 4: USES PERMITTED AS OF RIGHT AND NONREGULATED USES 

4.1 Permitted as of Right Uses. The following operations and 
uses shall be permitted in inland wetlands and water
courses as of right, but with the limitations noted in 
Section 4: 4.3, 4.4, and 4.5 of these Regulations: 

(a) Grazing, farming, nurseries, gardening and harvesting 
of crops, and farm ponds of three acres or less eS$en
tial to the farming operation, and activities con
ducted by or under the authority of the Department of 
Environmental Protection for the purpose of wetland or 
watercourse restoration or enhancement or mosquito 
control. The provisions of this subdivision shall not 
be construed to include road construction or the erec
tion of buildings not directly related to a farming 
operation, relocation of watercourses with continual 
flow, filling or reclamation of wetlands or water
courses with continual flow, clear cutting of timber 
except for the expansion of agricultural crop land, or 
the mining of topsoil, peat, sand, gravel or similar 
material from wetlands or watercourses for the pur
poses of sale. 

(b) A residential home (i) for which a building permit has 
been issued or (ii) on a subdivision lot, provided the 
permit has been issued or the subdivision has been 
approved by the Planning and Zoning Commissions before 
July 1, 1974 and a building permit issued on or before 
July 1, 1987. The individual claiming a use of inland 
wetlands as permitted as of right under this subsec
tion shall document the validity of said right by pro
viding a certified copy of the building permit. 

(c) Dock, boat anchorage or mooring. However, any removal 
or deposition of material, alteration, draining, or 
dredging of regulated areas to locate and construct a 
boat anchorage or mooring or to construct, remove, 
alter, or repair a dock, pier, wharf, or bulkhead are 
not permitted as of right under this section. 

(d) Uses incidental to the enjoyment and maintenance of 
residential property, such property defined as equal 
to or smaller than the largest minimum residential lot 
size permitted anywhere in the Town and containing a 
residence. Such incidental uses shall include main
tenance of existing structures and landscaping but 
shall not include removal or deposition of significant 
amounts of material from or into a wetland or water
course, or diversion or alteration of a watercourse. 

(e) Construction and operation of dams, reservoirs, and 
other facilities necessary to the impounding, storage, 
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and withdrawal of water by water companies, as defined 
in Section 16-1 of the Connecticut General Statutes, 
or in connection with public water supplies as pro
vided in Chapter 102 of the General Statutes, except 
as provided in sections 22a- 401 and 22a-410 of the 
General Statutes, as amended. 

(f) Maintenance relating to any drainage pipe which ex
isted before July 1, 1974, provided such pipe is on 
property which is zoned as residential but which does 
not contain hydrophytic vegetation. For the purposes 
of this subdivision, "maintenance" means the removal 
of accumulated leaves, soil, and other debris whether 
by hand or machine, while the pipe remains in place. 

4.2 Nonregulated uses. The following activities and uses 
shall be permitted as nonregulated uses in wetlands and 
watercourses, but with the limitations noted in Section 4: 
4.3, 4.4, and 4.5: 

(a) Conservation of soil, vegetation, water, fish, shell
fish, and wildlife . Such operation or use may include 
but is not limited to minor work to control erosion, 
or to encourage proper fish, wildlife, and silvicul
ture management practices. 

(b) Outdoor recreation, including play and sporting areas, 
golf courses, field trials, nature study, hiking, 
horseback riding, swimming, skin diving, camping, 
boating, water skiing, trapping, hunting, fishing, 
shell fishing, and cross country skiing where other
wise legally permitted and regulated. 

4.3 However, nonregulated use does not carry with it rights to 
disturb the natural and indigenous character of wetlands 
or watercourses. For example, the right to use a boat on 
a lake does not include the right to pollute the lake from 
or with that boat; the right to swim does not include the 
right to build or improve a beach without a permit; the 
right to dig and maintain a farm pond does not include the 
right to deposit material from that pond in a wetland or 
watercourse; and the right to operate a golf course does 
not include the right to reclaim wetland areas for golf 
use. 

4.4 The Commission reserves the right to review any activity 
within and the use of any wetland or watercourse or any 
area within 100 feet of a wetland or watercourse, and to 
make a determination as to whether such an activity or use 
constitutes a "regulated activity," as defined in these 
Regulations. The Commission also reserves the right to 
review and make the same determination regarding an activ
ity or use beyond 100 feet when it considers such activity 
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4.5 

4.6 

or use might negatively impact the wetlands or the water
course. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 4: 4.1 
and 4.2 of these Regulations, no use or activity involving 
filling, dredging, grading, construction, channelizing, 
clear-cutting of vegetation, pollution, draining, or modi
fication (including increases, decreases, diversions, and 
redirection) of flows shall be commenced until the Commis
sion has received and made a final decision on one of the 
following: 

(a) An application for a permit pursuant to Section 5 of 
these Regulations; or 

(b) An application for an exemption to be based on a de
termination that the proposed use or activity is per
mitted as of right under Section 4: 4.1 or nonregulat
ed under Section 4: 4.2 of these Regulations. Use the 
"Application for an Exemption", Section 18 of these 
Regulations. 

Any application under subsection (b) must be accom
panied by documentation clearly demonstrating the na
ture and extent of the proposed activity or use and 
explaining why the activity or use should be found to 
be either permitted as of right or nonregulated. 

Following submission of an application under Section 4: 
4.4(b) of these Regulations, the Commission shall make a 
determination that the proposed activity or use is per
mitted as of right or nonregulated, or that it constitutes 
a "regulated activity" as defined in Section 2 of these 
Regulations. The applicant shall be given written notice 
of any such determination. A decision that a proposed 
activity or use is permitted as of right or nonregulated 
shall be made no later than the day of the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Commission following the "date of 
receipt," as defined in Section 7: 7.9 of these Regula
tions, of the application. The Commission may authorize 
its designated agent to make a determination that no per
mit under Section 5 is required for a proposed activity or 
use; however, any such determination shall be subject to 
review and modification, if appropriate, by the Commis
sion. 

Management practices, as defined in Section 2: 2.24, shall 
be employed in any activity carried out pursuant to this 
Section of these Regulations. 
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SECTION 5: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR REGULATED ACTIVITIES 

5.1 No person shall conduct a regulated activity without first 
obtaining a permit, or a declaratory ruling that a permit 
is not required for such activity, from the Commission. 
Any person found to be conducting or maintaining, without 
a permit, any regulated activity, facility, or condition 
that is in violation of the Act or of these Regulations 
shall be subject to enforcement pursuant to Section 14 of 
these Regulations. 

5.2 The Inventory Map entitled "Official Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Map, Washington, Connecticut", dated March 1, 
1974, shall be deemed to define generally the boundaries 
of regulated areas and shall be considered a part of these 
Regulations. This map is available for inspection in the 
office of the Town Clerk. However, as noted in Section 3: 
3.1 and 3.2 above, because of scale and insufficient de
tail, certain regulated areas are not shown on said map 
and, pursuant to Section 3: 3.3 and 3.4 above, the burden 
of proof that any given parcel of land does not contain or 
involve a regulated area shall rest with the applicant or, 
in any case in which no application has been made, with 
the owner or user of said parcel. 

5.3 Measures used to control erosion, sediment and run-off 
shall meet minimum standards and follow procedures and 
criteria as established by the Connecticut Guidelines for 
Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, January, 1985, as 
amended. 

5.4 The property owner may require--in writing and in advance 
--that any person inspecting the property on behalf of the 
Commission carry a letter of authorization from the Chair 
of the Commission. 

5.5 The Driveway Ordinance of the Town of Washington adopted 
on June 7, 1962, as amended, shall be adhered to. Copies 
are available at the Town Clerk's office. 

5.6 Changes in regulations, including the boundaries of regu
lated areas, shall be made pursuant to the Act, as 
amended. 
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SECTION 6: PRE-APPLICATION ADVISORY PROCEDURE 

6.1 Any person proposing to carry out a regulated activity in 
a regulated area may appear before the Commission at a 
regularly scheduled meeting to discuss a proposed permit 
application and the supporting material required by the 
Commission. 

6.2 A written notice requesting pre-application advice must be 
received by the Chair of the Commission or by a Secretary 
of the Town's Land Use Commissions three (3) days before a 
scheduled meeting in order to guarantee that the case is 
included on the meeting agenda. 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 

In each pre-application procedure, the Commission will 
attempt to detail all the information and supporting ma
terial it requires as part of the eventual application. 
However, it is not foreclosed from requiring additional 
information and supporting material when it later consid
ers the application. To facilitate the application proc
ess, the applicant should supply as much information as 
possible during the pre-application procedure so as to 
make the Commission fully aware of the character of the 
property in question and the scope of the proposed regu
lated activity. 

Under no circumstances is the pre-application procedure to 
be considered a formal application to the Commission. 

There is no filing fee required for the pre-application 
advisory procedure. 

The Commission may, on the basis of the information before 
it, make a declaratory ruling, according to Section 4: 4.4 
and 4.5, that a permit is not necessary. 
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SECTION 7: APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

7.1 Any person wishing to undertake a regulated activity in a 
regulated area shall apply for a permit to the Commission 
before undertaking said activity. Applications for per
mits submitted to the Commission shall be accompanied by 
the appropriate filing fee at the time of filing as set 
forth in Section 20 of these Regulations. 

7.2 

(a) The appropriate fee as set forth in Section 20 of 
these Regulations shall be sufficient to cover the 
reasonable estimated costs of reviewing and acting 
upon an application and monitoring compliance with any 
permit or order, and may include but not be limited to 
the costs of publishing notices and decisions, of site 
inspections, of hiring expert consultants including 
certified soil scientists, environmental consultants, 
and engineering consultants needed by the Commission 
to review applications and monitor compliance. 

Any person who has been or is engaged in a regulated ac
tivity in a regulated area without first having applied 
for and received a permit from the Commission shall, upon 
notification to that effect by the Commission or its duly 
authorized agent, immediately cease and desist from such 
activity until he or she has applied for and received the 
necessary permit or permits. (See Section 14: Enforce
ment. ) 

7.3 The application form titled "Application for a Permit to 
Conduct a Regulated Activity Under the Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Act" is available in the office of the Town 
Clerk and in the office of the Land Use Commissions' Sec
retary. A copy of the application form is included as 
section 19: "Appendix B". Separate application forms are 
available for filing an application. 

7.4 A complete application must include: 

(a) The name of the applicant, i.e. the property owner. 
(See Section 2: 2.28.) 

(b) The mailing address of the applicant. 

(c) The home and business telephone numbers of the appli
cant. 

(d) Identification of any duly authorized agent of the 
owner and, for each application, written authorization 
from the owner to act on his or her behalf. 
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(e) 

(f) 

( g) 

The street address of the property and/or wetlands or 
watercourse to be affected by the proposed activity 
and written description of the property and/or wet
lands or watercourse, with area indicated in acres or 
square feet. 

A description and sketch map of the proposed activity, 
including its purpose. The description of the pro
posed activity shall include the sequence in which the 
activity will be carried out and a description of pro
posed erosion and sedimentation controls and other 
management practices (as defined in Section 2: 2.24) 
and mitigation measures which may be considered as a 
condition of issuing a permit. The sketch map need 
not be professionally drawn, but it must be drawn to 
scale, signed and dated. At least two (2) copies 
shall be supplied. 

An 8~" x 11" photocopy of the pertinent section of the 
USGS Topographic quadrangle (on the same scale) with 
the project site outlined or pinpointed. (Copies are 
available in the Land Use Office.) 

(h) The names and mailing addresses of all adjacent prop
erty owners. 

(i) Authorization for the members and agents of the Com
mission to inspect the property at reasonable times 
both before and after a final decision has been is
sued. 

(j) Any additional information requested by the Commis
sion. 

(k) A reporting form shall be completed during the appli
cation process which provides the Commissioner of the 
Department of Environmental Protection with informa
tion necessary to properly monitor the inventory of 
State wetlands. The reporting form shall be part of 
the application and specified sections shall be comp
leted by the applicant. The Commission shall be re
sponsible for the remaining information and any cor
rections on the form prior to filing it with the 
State. The reporting form is annexed hereto as Sec
tion 22: "Appendix E." 

(1) The required filing fee. A schedule of fees is an
nexed hereto as Section 20: "Appendix C." 

(m) The signature, in ink, of the property owner. (See 
Section 2: 2.28.) 
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7.5 Depending on the circumstances, the Commission may require 
the applicant to provide additional information about the 
proposed activity and about the wetlands and/or water
courses that may, in its judgment, be affected by the pro
posed activity. This additional information may include 
but is not limited to: 

(a) A site planes) or map(s) of the proposed activity and 
the property on which it will occur. This site 
planes) or map(s) must be drawn by a licensed sur
veyor, professional civil engineer, architect, or 
landscape architect who must be registered in the 
State of Connecticut and who must affix his/her live 
seal and/or signature to said planes) or map(s). The 
Commission may specify the scale to which the site 
planes) or map(s) shall be drawn. 

( 1 ) Mapping of soil types shall be consistent with 
the categories established by the National Coop
erative Soil Survey of the u.S. Natural Re
sources Conservation Service. Wetlands shall be 
delineated in the field by a certified soil sci
entist and the field delineation shall be incor
porated into the site planes) required by these 
Regulations. (The wetland boundaries shall be 
flagged and consecutively numbered by the certi
fied soil scientist with waterproof ribbon at
tached to stakes or branches in a manner that 
accurately defines the soil boundary; said flags 
shall in no instance be more than fifty feet 
(50') apart along the ground.) A certified soil 
scientist shall sign the site planes) stating 
that the surveyed map or survey location accur
ately depicts the field conditions. The cer
tified soil scientist shall also prepare a re
port that includes the name of .the application, 
the file number and project name, the location 
of and limits of the property investigated, the 
dates of soil investigations, a brief descrip
tion of each soil mapping unit investigated and 
encountered, the set of the consecutive numbers 
used on survey tapes to identify wetland boun
daries, and a certified statement that the wet
land boundaries appearing on the site plan are 
true and accurate. 

(2) A map(s), at a scale specified by the Commis
sion, shall identify existing and proposed con
ditions in relation to regulated areas, show the 
location of prominent features such as bedrock 
outcrops, stone walls, large trees, existing 
buildings and drives, and include the names of 
abutting property owners, soil erosion and sedi-
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mentation control measures, any measures to de
tain or retain stormwater runoff or recharge 
groundwater, any planting or urban wildlife hab
itat improvement, and any other measures pro
posed to mitigate the potential environmental 
impacts, and show: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

the geographical location of the prop
erty to be affected by the proposed ac
tivity; 

adjacent lands and regulated areas; 

upstream and downstream areas to be af
fected by the proposed activities; 

downgradient, off-site regulated areas 
within five hundred (500) linear feet 
and their condition; 

existing off-site structures on adjacent 
properties; 

watershed or drainage area boundaries 
which influence the subject regulated 
area; and 

(viii) other pertinent features including but 
not limited to property lines, roads, 
drives, existing on-site buildings with 
floor elevations and their utilities, 
floodplain/floodway lines, topography, 
soil types from published soil surveys, 
existing lands protected as open space 
or by private conservation easements, 
and types of vegetative cover, including 
tree stands, shrubs, and other signifi
cant vegetation, and sources of water 
supply. 

(b) Soil sample data. This data shall be collected by a 
soil scientist and show precisely where each specific 
soil type is found on the property under discussion. 

(c) Biological evaluation of the subject property and/or 
biological evaluation of the impact of the proposed 
activity on plant species and/or on wildlife and/or on 
wetlands and watercourses. Such evaluation shall be 
presented to the Commission in writing by a qualified 
professional who shall be approved in advance by the 
Commission. 
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(d) written description and analysis of the chemical or 
physical characteristics of any material intended to 
be deposited on the site. The information required 
therein may include volume, composition, the possibil
ity of erosion or leaching from the deposited mater
ial, and the nature of the expected impact of the de
posited material upon inland wetlands and water
courses. 

(e) written description and water quality analysis of any 
potentially affected watercourse lying within, lying 
partly within, or flowing through the property in 
question, or flowing through neighboring property. 

(f) written description and analysis of the impact of the 
proposed regulated activity on such a watercourse. 

(g) written description of the proposed construction proc
ess. 

(h) Description, written and/or drawn, of the structures 
to be erected on the subject property, including blue
prints and engineering and architectural plans or de
signs. 

(i) A list of other property owners whose rights or inter- ~ 
ests may be or will be affected by the proposed ac-
tivity. 

(j) Measures which mitigate or lessen the impact of the 
proposed activity. Such measures include but are not 
limited to plans and notations on site plans of ac
tions which avoid destruction or diminution of inland 
wetland or watercourse functions and recreational uses 
and natural habitats which prevent flooding, degrada
tion of water quality, erosion and sedimentation, or 
obstruction of drainage: 

(i) a construction sequence schedule shall be at
tached to the approved site plan that will 
clearly inform all contractors and others re
tained in the process of carrying out the ap
proved plan of the order of construction; 

(ii) in the event that construction activity or on
going activity after the completion of construc
tion requires greater inspection and review than 
can be provided by the Commission or its desig
nated agent, there shall be regular monitoring 
and/or inspections and reporting. These inspec
tions are to be made on a schedule to be deter
mined by the Commission by an independent party, 
engaged and paid by the applicant and preap-
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(d) written description and analysis of the chemical or 
physical characteristics of any material intended to 
be deposited on the site. The information required 
therein may include volume, composition, the possibil
ity of erosion or leaching from the deposited mater
ial, and the nature of the expected impact of the de
posited material upon inland wetlands and water
courses. 

(e) written description and water quality analysis of any 
potentially affected watercourse lying within, lying 
partly within, or flowing through the property in 
question, or flowing through neighboring property. 

(f) written description and analysis of the impact of the 
proposed regulated activity on such a watercourse. 

(g) Written description of the proposed construction proc
ess. 

(h) Description, written and/or drawn, of the structures 
to be erected on the subject property, including blue
prints and engineering and architectural plans or de
signs. 

(i) A list of other property owners whose rights or inter
ests may be or will be affected by the proposed ac
tivity. 

(j) Measures which mitigate or lessen the impact of the 
proposed activity. Such measures include but are not 
limited to plans and notations on site plans of ac
tions which avoid destruction or diminution of inland 
wetland or watercourse functions and recreational uses 
and natural habitats which prevent flooding, degrada
tion of water quality, erosion and sedimentation, or 
obstruction of drainage: 

(i) a construction sequence schedule shall be at
tached to the approved site plan that will 
clearly inform all contractors and others re
tained in the process of carrying out the ap
proved plan of the order of construction; 

(ii) in the event that construction activity or on
going activity after the completion of construc
tion requires greater inspection and review than 
can be provided by the Commission or its desig
nated agent, there shall be regular monitoring 
and/or inspections and reporting. These inspec
tions are to be made on a schedule to be deter-
mined by the Commission by an independent party, ~ 
engaged and paid by the applicant and preap-
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7.6 

(k) 

proved by the Commission. The reports thus sub
mitted should encompass inspection of drainage, 
biological mitigation measures, and/or the 
placement and performance of all erosion and 
sedimentation controls. The reports, in written 
form, shall be submitted simultaneously to the 
Commission and to the applicant. 

Alternatives considered by the applicant and why the 
proposal to alter wetlands set forth in the applica
tion was chosen. These alternatives shall be dia
grammed on a site plan or drawing. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant to secure any 
necessary licenses from the Commissioner of Environmental 
Protection, State of Connecticut and any agent of the Fed
eral Government. The Commission will not be held liable 
by an applicant or his designated agent in the event that 
all necessary permits and approvals required for the pro
posed project have not been obtained or he has not been 
informed by the Commission of other applicable regulatory 
requirements. Examples of activities requiring such li
censes include but may not be limited to: 

(a) Construction and/or modification of any dam, pursuant 
to Sections 22a-401 through 22a-411 of the Connecticut 
General Statutes, as amended. 

(b) Construction or placement of any obstruction within 
state established stream channel-encroachment lines, 
pursuant to Sections 22a-342 through 22a-349 of the 
Connecticut General Statutes, as amended. 

(c) Construction or placement of any structure or obstruc
tion within the tidal, coastal, or navigable waters of 
the State pursuant to Sections 22a-359 through 22a-363 
of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended. 

(d) Diversion of waters of the State for public or domes
tic use pursuant to Sections 22a-365 through 22a-379 
of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended. 

(e) Any discharge into a wetland or watercourse. 

(f) Discharges into the waters of the State pursuant to 
Section 22a-430 of the Connecticut General Statutes, 
as amended and section 401 (Water Quality Certifica
tion) of the Federal Clean Water Act, as amended. 

(g) Discharge of fill or dredged materials into the wet
lands and watercourses of the State pursuant to Sec
tion 404 of the Federal Clean Water Act, as amended, 
for activities regulated by the United States Army 
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Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the Federal 
Clean Water Act, as amended. 

7.7 All regulated activities undertaken by any department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the State of Connecticut 
require licenses from the Commissioner of Environmental 
Protection, State of Connecticut. 

7.8 The application must be received in the Town Hall by the 
Secretary of the Land Use Commissions or the Town Clerk at 
least three (3) business days before a regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Commission in order to be included on the 
meeting agenda. 

7.9 The date of receipt of any application shall be the date 
of the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission 
immediately following the day of submission to the Commis
sion provided such meeting is at least three (3) business 
days after such submission, or thirty-five (35) days after 
such submission, whichever is sooner. 

7.10 The Commission shall not use the application process to 
delay unduly the acceptance of an application from an ap
plicant acting in good faith and in full accordance with 
these Regulations. Nonetheless, if, after receiving an 
application, the Commission concludes that the applicant 
has supplied insufficient or misleading information during 
the pre-application process or has provided insufficient 
or misleading information in and with the application, the 
Commission may require that the applicant provide more 
information. In such case if the requirement results in 
the 65-day time limit being exceeded (see Section 8: 
8.3), the Commission shall either extend the time period 
according to Section 8: 8.3(h), deny the application with
out prejUdice and ask the applicant to reapply, or offer 
the applicant the opportunity to withdraw the application. 

7.11 In the event that an applicant wishes to modify a pending 
application, the Commission may permit such modification. 
If the Commission considers the modification to be minor, 
such modification may be simply added to or inserted in 
the pending application. If the modification is judged to 
be significant, the Commission shall either deny the pend
ing application without prejUdice and allow the applicant 
to reapply or offer the applicant the opportunity to with
draw the application. If the application is withdrawn, 
the filing fee shall be refunded except that if legal no
tices have been published and/or the Commission has in
curred consultant or extra secretarial fees in the case, 
the Commission shall return only that part of the filing 
fee, if any, that exceeds the Commission's expenses. 
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7.12 When an application is made to conduct or cause to be con
ducted a regulated activity upon an inland wetland or wa
tercourse any portion of which is within 500 feet of the 
boundary of another municipality, the applicant shall give 
written notice of the application by certified Mail, Re
turn Receipt Requested on the same day to the Inland Wet
lands agency of such other municipality. Proof of such 
mailing shall be furnished the Commission. 

7.13 The applicant shall certify whether, and the Commission 
shall, in accordance with P.A. 87-307, notify the clerk of 
any adjoining municipality when: 

(a) Any portion of the property on which the regulated ac
tivity is proposed is located within five hundred feet 
(500') of the boundary of an adjoining municipality; 

(b) A significant portion of the traffic to the completed 
project on the site will use streets within the ad
joining municipality to enter or exit the site; 

(c) A significant portion of the sewer or water drainage 
from the project site will flow through and signifi
cantly impact the sewage or drainage system within the 
adjoining municipality; or 

(d) Water run-off from the improved site will impact 
streets or other municipal or private property within 
the adjoining municipality. 

Such notice shall be made by Certified Mail, Return Re
ceipt Requested and shall be mailed within seven (7) days 
of the date of receipt of the application. 

7.14 All applications shall be open for public inspection. 

7.15 When an application is filed to conduct or cause to be 
conducted a regulated activity upon an inland wetland or 
watercourse, any portion of which is within the watershed 
of a water company as defined in Section 16-1 of the Gen
eral Statutes, the applicant shall provide a written no
tice of the application to the water company, provided 
such water company has filed a map showing the boundaries 
of the watershed on the land records of The Town of Wash~ 
ington, and with the Washington Inland Wetlands and Con
servation Commission. Such notice shall be made by Certi
fied Mail, Return Receipt Requested, and shall be mailed 
within seven (7) days of the date of the application. The 
water company, through a representative, may appear and be 
heard at any hearing on the application. 
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SECTION 8: DECISION PROCEDURE 

8.1 The Commission shall not hold a public hearing on an ap
plication unless: 

(a) it determines that the proposed activity may have a 
significant impact on wetlands and watercourses; or 

(b) a petition signed by at least twenty-five (25) persons 
requesting a hearing is filed with the Commission not 
later than fifteen (15) days after date of receipt of 
such application; or 

(c) the Commission finds that a public hearing regarding 
such application would be in the public interest. 

A public hearing shall be required whenever the Commission 
finds that a proposed activity may cause a significant 
impact on a wetland or watercourse. 

8.2 The Commission may submit any application to the U.S. De
partment of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation 
Service for its comments. It may also request written 
comments from any or all of the following: 

(a) Washington Planning Commission. 

(b) Washington Zoning Commission. 

(c) Town Health Officer. 

(d) State Office of Public Health. 

(e) Any regional planning agency. 

(f) Appropriate agencies of adjacent municipalities that 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 

(g) The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protec
tion. 

(h) Other organizations, technical agencies, or persons it 
may ask to undertake additional studies or investiga
tions. 

8.3 The timing of the decision procedure shall be as follows: 

(a) If the Commission does not choose to hold a public 
hearing on the application and a hearing is not other
wise required by any provision of these regulations or 
of state law, a decision to grant or deny the permit 
shall be made not later than sixty-five (65) days from 
the date of receipt. The date of receipt and the date 
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of the Commission's decision shall be recorded in the 
minutes of the Commission. 

(b) If the Commission deems that a public hearing is nec
essary, the hearing shall be held not later than 
sixty-five (65) days from the date of receipt of the 
application. The Commission shall initiate the legal 
process leading to the hearing by publishing two (2) 
legal notices of such hearing which shall appear at 
least two (2) days apart in a newspaper with general 
circulation in the Town. The first of these legal 
notices shall be published at least ten (10) days and 
not more than fifteen (15) days before the date of the 
hearing; the second shall be published at least two 
(2) days before the date of the hearing. 

(c) Notice of the public hearing shall be mailed by the 
Commission to the owner(s) of record of abutting land 
no less than fifteen (15) days prior to the day of the 
hearing, bu~ any defect in said notice by mail shall 
not affect the validity of the hearing. 

(d) In the case of any application subject to the notifi
cation provisions of Section 7: 7.13 of these Regula
tions, a public hearing shall not be conducted until 
the clerk of the adjoining municipality has received 
notice of the application. Proof of such notification 
shall be entered into the hearing record. 

(e) If, after any legal notice has been published, a sche
duled public hearing must be postponed, the Commission 
shall set a new date and restart the pUblication proc
ess at the beginning. 

(f) When possible, a public hearing shall be completed in 
a single session. However, a hearing may be continued 
to a specified date if the Commission decides con
tinuance is required for the sake of fully developing 
the evidence or to permit the full and adequate par
ticipation of affected persons, consultants, and the 
public, or for such other substantial purposes. In no 
case shall a continuance be used as a device for de
lay. 

(g) The hearing shall be completed within forty-five (45) 
days of its commencement and action shall be taken on 
applications within thirty-five (35) days after com
pletion of the public hearing. 

(h) The applicant may consent to one or more extensions of 
the period specified in this subsection for the hold
ing of the hearing and for action on such application, 
provided the total extension of any such period shall 
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not be longer than the original period as specified in 
this subsection, or may withdraw such application. 
Failure of the Commission to act within any time pe
riod specified in this subsection, or any extension 
thereof, shall not be deemed to constitute approval of 
the application. 

8.4 Before granting, denying, or limiting any permit for a 
regulated activity, the Commission shall consider all rel
evant facts and circumstances that may affect inland wet
lands and watercourses, including but not limited to: 

(a) The environmental impact of the proposed regulated ac
tivity on wetlands or watercourses; 

(b) The applicant's purpose for, and any feasible and 
prudent alternatives to, the proposed regulated 
activity which alternatives would cause less or no 
environmental impact to wetlands and watercourses; 

(c) The relationship between the short-term and long-term 
impacts of the proposed regulated activity on wetlands 
or watercourses and the maintenance and enhancement of 
long-term productivity of such wetlands or water
courses; 

(d) Irreversible and irretrievable loss of wetland or 
watercourse resources which would be caused by the 
proposed regulated activity, including the extent to 
which such activity would foreclose a future ability 
to protect, enhance or restore such resources, and any 
mitigation measures which may be considered as a 
condition of issuing a permit for such activity in
cluding, but not limited to, measures to: 

(i) prevent or minimize pollution or other environ
mental damage; 

(ii) maintain or enhance existing environmental qual
ity; 

(iii) in the following order of priority: restore, 
enhance or create productive wetland or water
course resources; 

(e) The character and degree of injury to, or interference 
with, safety, health or the reasonable use of property 
that may be caused or threatened by the proposed regu
lated activity; 

(f) Impacts of the proposed regulated activity on wetlands 
or watercourses outside the area for which the ac
tivity is proposed and future activities associated 
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(g) 

(h) 

with, or reasonably related to, the proposed regulated 
activity which are made inevitable by the proposed 
regulated activity and which may have an impact on 
wetlands or watercourses. 

Measures which would mitigate the impact of any aspect 
of the proposed regulated activity. Such measures 
include but are not limited to actions which would 
avoid adverse impacts or lessen impacts to inland wet
lands and watercourses and which could be feasibly 
carried out by the applicant and would protect the 
regulated area's natural capacity to support fish and 
wildlife, to prevent flooding, to supply and protect 
surface and ground waters, to control sedimentation, 
to prevent erosion, to assimilate wastes, to facili
tate drainage, to control pollution, to support recre
ational activities and open space, and to promote pub
lic health and safety. 

Proposed regulated activities that do not in any way 
interfere with the drainage system of the area, con
sidering the general topography of the area, the wa
tercourse pattern of the vicinity, the peak rate of 
runoff where water leaves a given property, and the 
size of the drainage areas involved. 

8.5 A declaratory ruling (or exemption) may be made if the 
Commission finds, on the basis of the evidence before it, 
that a proposed activity will not impact wetlands or wa
tercourses or is a permitted use as defined in Section 4. 

8.6 The Commission, or its duly authorized agent acting pur
suant to Section 8.13 of these Regulations, may approve 
the application as filed; or grant it upon other terms, 
conditions, limitations or modifications of the regulated 
activity as necessary to carry out the purposes of the 
Act; or deny it. The terms of the approval may include 
any reasonable measures which would mitigate the impacts 
of the regulated activity and which would 

8.7 

(a) prevent or minimize pollution or other environmental 
damage; and/or 

(b) maintain or enhance existing environmental quality; 
and/or . 

(c) in the following order of priority--restore, enhance 
or create productive wetland or watercourse resources. 

The Commission or its duly authorized agent may make a 
declaratory ruling (or exemption) if they find on the 
basis of the evidence before them that a proposed activity 
will not impact wetlands or watercourses, or is a per-
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mitted or nonregulated use as defined in Section 4. In 
such cases neither a full permit application nor fee is 
required. 

8.8 The Commission shall notify the applicant and any named 
parties to the proceeding of its decision within fifteen 
(15) days of the date of the decision by Certified Mail, 
Return Receipt Requested, and the Commission shall cause 
notice of its action in the issuance or denial of the per
mit to be published in a newspaper having general circula
tion in the Town wherein the inland wetland or watercourse 
lies. In any case in which such notice is not published 
within such fifteen day period, the applicant may provide 
for the pUblication of such notice within ten (10) days 
thereafter. A copy of all Commission decisions shall be 
forwarded to the Commissioner of Environmental Protection 
in such a form as prescribed by the Commissioner. 

8.9 If an activity authorized by the inland wetlands permit 
also involves an activity or project that requires zoning 
or subdivision approval, or a special zoning permit, vari
ance, or special exception, a copy of the decision and 
report on the application shall be filed with the Town 
Planning and Zoning Commissions within fifteen (15) days 
of the date of the decision. 

8.10 If the Commission issues a permit with terms, conditions, ~ 
limitations, or modifications unacceptable to the appli-
cant, the applicant may modify the proposal to the Commis-
sion's satisfaction. The Commission shall determine 
whether the proposed modification requires the filing of a 
new application. The rejection of a modified or corrected 
application by the Commission shall be equivalent to the 
denial of an application for the purposes of appeal. 

8.11 If a bond or insurance is required in accordance with Sec
tion 13 of these Regulations, no permit shall be issued 
until such bond or insurance is provided. 

8.12 General provisions in the issuance of all permits are as 
follow: 

(a) In evaluating applications in which the Commission 
relied in whole or in part on information provided by 
the applicant, if such information subsequently proves 
to be false, deceptive, incomplete, or inaccurate, the 
permit may be modified, suspended, or revoked. 

(b) All permits issued by the Commission are subject to 
and do not diminish any present or future rights or 
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(c) 

(d) 

powers of the Commission or the Town, and convey no 
rights in real estate or material nor any exclusive 
privileges, and are further subject to any and all 
public and private rights and to any federal, state, 
and municipal laws or regulations pertinent to the 
property or activity. 

If the activity authorized by the Commission-issued 
permit also involves an activity or a project that re
quires zoning or subdivision approval, or a special 
permit, variance, or special exception, no work pur
suant to the wetland permit may begin until such ap
proval, etc., is obtained. 

The permittee shall take such necessary steps consis
tent with the terms and conditions of the permit to 
control storm water discharges and to prevent erosion 
and sedimentation and to otherwise prevent pollution 
of wetlands and watercourses. 

8.13 In the case of an application 

(a) that received a public hearing pursuant to Section 
8.1, a permit shall not be issued unless the Commis
sion finds, on the basis of the record, that a feasi
ble and prudent alternative does not exist. In making 
this finding, the Commission shall consider the facts 
and circumstances set forth in subsection 8.4 of these 
Regulations. The finding and the reasons therefor 
shall be stated on the record in writing. 

(b) which is denied on the basis of a finding that there 
may be feasible and prudent alternatives to the pro
posed regulated activity which have less adverse im
pact on wetlands or watercourses, the Commission shall 
propose on the record and in writing the types of al
ternatives which the applicant may investigate pro
vided this subdivision shall not be construed to shift 
the burden from the applicant to prove that he is en
titled to the permit or to present alternatives to the 
proposed regulated activity. 

8.14 The Commission may delegate to its duly authorized agent 
the authority to approve necessary repairs to existing 
septic systems, whether or not such systems are located in 
a wetland, and to approve or extend a prior approval of an 
activity that is not located in a wetland or watercourse 
when such agent finds that the conduct of such activity 
would result in no greater than a minimal impact on any 
wetland or watercourse, provided such agent has completed 
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the State DEP comprehensive training program. Notwith
standing the provisions for receipt and processing ap
plications prescribed in Section 8.3, such agent may ap
prove or extend such activity at any time. Requests for 
such approval shall be made on appropriate forms and shall 
contain such information as prescribed by the Commission. 
Any person receiving such approval from such agent shall, 
within ten (10) days of the date of such approval, pub
lish, at the applicant's expense, notice of the approval 
in a newspaper having general circulation in Washington. 
Any person may appeal such decision of such agent to the 
Commission within fifteen (15) days after the pUblication 
date of the notice, and the Commission shall consider such 
appeal at its next regularly scheduled meeting, provided 
such meeting is no earlier than three (3) business days 
after receipt by the Commission or its agent of such ap
peal. The Commission shall, at its discretion, sustain, 
alter or reject the decision of its agent or require an 
application for a permit in accordance with Sections 7 and 
8. 
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SECTION 9: BASES FOR DECISIONS 

9.1 In reaching its decision, the Commission shall consider 
the factors set forth in Section 8: 8.4 above. It shall 
also consider the following types of evidence: 

9.2 

9.3 

9.4 

(a) The application and all supporting information, draw
ings, plans, designs, and data submitted by the appli
cant. 

(b) Testimony and statements' made before the Commission at 
any of its meetings, regular or special, comments made 
in writing, physical evidence presented by the owner 
or the agent of same, by any engineer, architect, soil 
scientist, biologist, or other consultant employed by 
the applicant or other persons and entities, and by 
any person who believes that wetlands and watercourses 
will be affected by the proposed activity. 

(c) Comments, testimony, and reports made at the request 
of the Commission by any agency, commission, organiza
tion, or individual. 

(d) Evidence and testimony offered at a public hearing, if 
one is conducted. 

In reaching its decision on any application after a public 
hearing, the Commission shall base its decision on the 
record of that hearing and shall incorporate a statement 
relative to the consideration of feasible and prudent al
ternatives. Documentary evidence or other material not in 
the hearing record shall not be considered by the Commis
sion in its decision. However, the Commission is not pre
cluded from seeking advice from its own experts concerning 
information already in the record of the public hearing. 
The applicant shall have the right to rebut any such ad
vice or testimony. 

If the applicant does not complete the DEP reporting form, 
the Commission may deny the application as incomplete. 
(Refer to Section 7: 7.4[k].) 

Whatever its decision, the Commission shall state upon the 
record the reasons for its decision. 
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SECTION 10: APPEALS 

10.1 Any person aggrieved by any regulation, order, decision, 
or action of the Commission pursuant to these Regulations 
may appeal to the Superior Court of Litchfield County in 
accordance with section 22a-43 of the Connecticut General 
Statutes, as amended. Notice of such appeal shall be 
served upon the Washington Inland Wetlands and Conserva
tion Commission and the Commissioner of the Department of 
Environmental Protection. 
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11.1 

SECTION 11: PERMIT LIMITATIONS 

A permit shall take effect as of the date of the meeting 
at which it was granted. However, no work may be done un
der the permit until other necessary permits are obtained. 
(See Section 11: 11.11.) 

11.2 A permittee or the permittee's agent shall be prepared to 
present the permit on demand by any agent of the Commis
sion. 

11.3 As conditions of any permit, the following shall be re
quired: 

(a) The Commission or its designated agent may make regu
lar inspections, at reasonable hours, of all regulated 
activities for which permits have been issued under 
these Regulations; 

(b) A Start Card, to be received from the applicant by the 
Commission or its designated agent at least two (2) 
working days prior to actual construction startup; it 
will initiate a first inspection, to determine ade
quacy of erosion controls. A Finish Card to be re
ceived from the applicant by the Commission or its 
designated agent; following its receipt, a final in
spection will be made to determine that the project is 
complete according to the permit. (See Section 21: 
Appendix " D" • ) 

11.4 As conditions of a permit, the following may be required: 

(a) At the discretion of the Commission, applicants may be 
required to flag a line in the field with a continuous 
brightly-colored weatherproof ribbon, prior to any 
construction, that marks the limit of a construc
tion/demolition line set by the Commission and beyond 
which no activity shall be conducted for any purposes 
associated with the permit without notification to, 
and approval of, the Commission or its designated 
agent. Posted signs and/or fencing to the effect of 
this paragraph may be required; 

(b) Completed "as built" plans that show the actual extent 
of construction, disruption, filling, excavation, etc. 
in the regulated area that shall be submitted within 
three (3) months of completion of the regulated ac
tivity or as otherwise deemed necessary by the Commis
sion or its designated agent. 

11.5 No permit issued by the Commission shall be assigned or 
transferred to any other person without the written per
mission of the Commission and payment of the fee. See 
Section 20: Appendix "C" for the fee charge. 
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11.6 

11.7 

11.8 

11.9 

The Commission may revoke or suspend any permit (see Sec
tion 8) if and when the permittee has exceeded the condi
tions and limitations of the permit, or if and when the 
Commission judges that the permit was secured through de
ception or inaccurate information as to either the scope 
of the activity or its environmental impact. 

Before such revocation or suspension may take effect, the 
Commission shall give the permittee opportunity to demon
strate compliance with all lawful requirements of the per
mit, except that if the Commission finds that the public 
health, safety, or welfare demands emergency action, it 
may order summary suspension of the permit before taking 
any further action, in which case the Commission shall 
state its reasons in its order of summary suspension of 
the permit. 

Whenever the Commission shall suspend or revoke a permit 
the permittee shall be notified of the Commission's deci
sion to suspend or revoke the permit by Certified Mail, 
Return Receipt Requested, within fifteen (15) days of the 
date of the decision and the Commission shall cause notice 
of the order revoking or suspending a permit to be pub
lished in a newspaper having circulation in the Town of 
Washington. 

The duration of any permit issued pursuant to these Regu
lations shall be five (5) years from the date of approval. 
Any regulated activity approved by the Commission shall be 
completed within one (1) year from the time the activity 
is commenced provided the Commission may establish a spe
cific time period within which any regulated activity 
shall be conducted and may require that an activity, once 
commenced, be completed within a time period of less than 
one (1) year and further provided the Commission may . 
extend: 

(1) the time period of the original permit provided such 
period shall not extend beyond ten (10) years from the 
date such permit was granted; or 

(2) the time period within which an activity, once com
menced, is required to be completed under this Sec
tion. 

The expiration date shall be clearly stated on the permit; 
however, if the Commission inadvertently fails to state 
the expiration date on the permit, the expiration date 
shall be deemed to be the date occurring five (5) years 
after the date of approval. 
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(a) All permits shall expire upon the completion of the 
acts specified therein. 

11.10 A permittee may apply for renewal, i.e., extension of the 
expiration date, of any permit, provided that the total 
period of all renewals shall not exceed five (5) years. 
An application for renewal must be filed no later than 
thirty-five (35) days before the expiration date of the 
permit. The Commission may accept an untimely application 
for renewal if either: 

(i) 

(ii) 

the authorized use or activity has been started and 
the Commission determines that the public interest 
will not be served by an interruption in such use or 
activity; or 

the Commission determines that the authorized work 
will have only minor impacts on regulated areas. 

The Commission shall not renew a permit if it finds that 
there has been a substantial change in circumstances which 
requires a new permit application, or an enforcement ac
tion has been undertaken with regard to the regulated ac
tivity for which the permit was first issued. 

An application for renewal shall be processed in accor
dance with the applicable provisions of Sections 7 and 8, 
including those provisions relating to public hearings, 
provided: . 

(a) The application may incorporate by reference the docu
mentation and record of proceedings of the original 
permit application; 

(b) The applicant shall state the reason(s) why authorized 
uses and activities were not initiated or completed 
within the time specified in the permit; 

(c) The applicant shall state whether there have been any 
changes in facts or circumstances that may add to im
pacts on regulated areas; 

(d) The applicant shall describe the extent of work com
pleted under the permit when the application for re
newal was filed and shall state the schedule for com
pleting all work under the permit. 
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(e) The Commission shall determine whether to grant, mod
ify,. limit, or deny any application for renewal on the 
basis of the criteria set forth in Section 8 of these 
Regulations, as well as its considerations of any 
changes in governing statutes or regulations and of 
any other facts or circumstances that have arisen, 
or of which the Commission was made aware, following 
the date of approval of the original application. 

(f) Any application for renewal that has been timely filed 
under this Section, or any application for renewal 
that has not been timely filed but that the Commission 
has elected to process under this Section, shall be 
deemed to automatically extend the expiration date of 
the existing permit to the date of the Commission's 
decision on the application for renewal. 

11.11 No person shall conduct any regulated activity within an 
inland wetland or watercourse without a required zoning or 
subdivision approval, special permit, special exception or 
variance, or other documentation establishing that the 
proposal complies with the zoning or subdivision require
ments adopted by the Town. 

11.12 No permit shall be assigned or transferred without the 
written permission of the Commission or its designated 
agent. Failure to request and receive such assignment or 
transfer shall invalidate any such permit. 

11.13 If a bond or insurance is required in accordance with Sec
tion 13 of these Regulations, no permit shall be issued 
until such bond or insurance is provided. The Commission 
may require an "as built" survey to A-2 standards upon 
completion of the activity as a condition of release of a 
bond and insurance. 
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12.1 

SECTION 12: OTHER PERMITS AND LICENSES 

Nothing in these Regulations shall make it unnecessary for 
the applicant to obtain any other assent, permit, or li
cense required by law or regulation by the government of 
the united States, by the State of Connecticut, or by the 
Town or any agency or official of the Town. The obtaining 
of such assents, permits, or licenses is solely the re
sponsibility of the applicant. 
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SECTION 13: BOND AND INSURANCE 

13.1 

13.2 

13.3 

13.4 

The Commission may, upon approval of the application but 
prior to issuance of a permit, require the applicant to 
file a performance bond and/or a maintenance bond, in such 
an amount and with such sureties and in such a form as 
approved by the Commission. 

Such bond and sureties shall be conditioned on compliance 
with all provisions of these Regulations and such condi
tions, if any, as the Commission may have imposed on the 
issuance of the permit. 

Before the Commission issues a permit it may require the 
applicant to certify public liability insurance against 
damage that might result from the activity or use. This 
insurance shall cover any and all damage that might occur 
up to two (2) calendar years after completion of such ac
tivity, and it shall be in an amount to be determined by 
the Commission--commensurate with the projected activity. 

Prior to the release of a bond and insurance, the Agency 
may require the submission of an "as built" survey to A-2 
standards (refer to Section 2: 2.41(b) as defined in Sec
tion 11: 11.4(b) of these Regulations. 
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14.1 

14.2 

14.3 

14.4 

14.5 

14.6 

SECTION 14: ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURE 

In performance of its duties, the Commission or its desig
nated agent, given probable cause that a violation of 
these Regulations exists, may enter at all reasonable 
times upon any public or private property (except into a 
private residence) for the purpose of inspection and in
vestigation to ascertain the facts in the case. 

If the Commission finds that any person is conducting any 
activity or maintaining any facility or condition in vio
lation of the Act or of these Regulations, the Commission 
may take one of several courses of action, depending on 
its judgment of the seriousness of the violation. 

If the Commission judges that a violation critically en
dangers the public health, safety, or welfare, it may im
mediately seek an injunction and/or fines in Superior 
Court. 

The Commission may issue a written notice of violation. 
This notice shall be in the form of a letter to the person 
responsible for the violation and shall be delivered £y 
certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested. It shall state 
that a violation has been observed by the Commission or 
its duly authorized agent, and that the Commission has 
jurisdiction in the matter. The notice shall describe the 
violation and the steps necessary to correct it, and shall 
set a timetable for correcting the violation. Failure to 
correct the violation according to the timetable specified 
in the notice shall cause the Commission to issue an order 
and proceed as described in Section 14: 14.6, 14.7, and 
14.8. 

The Commission may also issu~ an investigatory letter, 
which shall be delivered by Certified Mail, Return Receipt 
Requested. This letter shall request information about a 
suspected, potential, or actual violation. It may place 
the recipient on notice that a violation has been observed 
and may instruct the recipient to stop the violation, or 
it may simply issue a warning and advise the recipient to 
consult with the Commission about the matter. Failure to 
comply with the provisions of the investigatory letter 
shall cause the Commission to issue an order and proceed 
as described in Section 14: 14.6, 14.7, and 14.8. 

The Commission may issue a written order, which shall be 
delivered by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested to 
such person conducting such activity or maintaining such 
facility or condition in violation of the Act or of these 
Regulations. That order shall require him or her to im
mediately cease such activity or to correct such facility 
or condition. 
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14.7 

14.8 

14.9 

Such an order shall be effective upon issuance and shall 
remain in effect until the Commission revises or withdraws 
the order. 

within ten (10) days of issuing such an order, the Commis
sion shall hold a hearing to provide the person an oppor
tunity to be heard and show cause why the order should not 
remain in effect. The Commission shall send notice of the 
hearing to the person to whom the order was issued by Cer
tified Mail, Return Receipt Requested. No other notice of 
the hearinq is required. The Commission shall consider 
facts presented at the hearing and within ten (10) days 
after the completion of the hearing, shall notify the 
person by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested either 
that: 

(a) the original order remains in effect; or 

(b) a revised order, specified in the notification, is in 
effect; or 

(c) the order has been withdrawn. 

The Commission may suspend or revoke a permit. Refer to 
Section 11: 11.6 through 11.8. 

14.10 If, despite the order, revised order, suspension, or revo
cation of a permit, the violation is not corrected within 
a period of time to be set by the Commission, the Commis
sion reserves the right to seek an injunction and fines in 
Superior Court. 

14.11 Any person who commits, takes part in, or assists in any 
violation of the Act or of these Regulations or of any 
permit issued by the Commission shall be accountable under 
Section 22a-44 of the Connecticut General Statutes, in
cluding, but not limited to, the assessment of a civil 
penalty of not more than $1,000 for each offense. In the 
case of a continuing offense, each day's continuance 
thereof shall be considered a distinct offense. 

14.12 The Commission and/or its duly authorized agent shall make 
regular inspections of all activities for which permits 
have been issued under these Regulations or for which vio
lations of these Regulations have been reported. Such 
activities shall be open to inspection at all reasonable 
times. If the activity is one for which a permit has been 
issued, the person to whom this permit was issued, or his 
or her agent, shall have such permit readily available and 
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14.13 

14.14 

shall produce it for inspection immediately upon a request 
by the Commission or any agent of the Commission. 

Any person refusing acceptance of any notice of violation, 
investigatory letter, notification, or order from the Com
mission or its duly authorized agent, shall be deemed to 
have received legal notification on the date the notice 
was mailed, as recorded by said agent or on the postal 
certification card. 

The Commission may file a certificate of an order in the 
office of the Town Clerk, who shall record such order on 
the land records. Such certificate shall be released upon 
compliance with such order. 
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15.1 

15.2 

SECTION 15: CONFLICT AND SEVERANCE 

Where there is a conflict between the provisions of these 
Regulations and those of any other applicable statute, 
ordinance, or regulation, the provisions of the statute, 
ordinance, or regulation that imposes the greatest re
strictions on the use of wetlands and watercourses shall 
govern. 

The invalidity of any word, clause, sentence, section, 
parti or provision of these Regulations shall not affect 
the validity of any other part that can be given effect 
without such invalid part or parts. 
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16.1 

SECTION 16: DATE OF EFFECT 

These Regulations shall become effective upon filing in 
the office of the Town Clerk of Washington, Connecticut 
and pUblication of notice of such action in a newspaper 
with general circulation in the Town of Washington. 
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17.1 

17.2 

17.3 

SECTION 17: AMENDMENT PROCEDURE 

These Regulations and the Inventory Map may, from time to 
time, be amended, changed, or repealed by the Commission 
in accordance with changes in the Connecticut General 
Statutes or regulations of the Connecticut Department of 
Environmental Protection, and as new information regard
ing, for example, soils, hydrology, or botanical species 
peculiar to inland wetlands and watercourses in the Town, 
becomes available; 

(a) An application filed with the Commission, which is in 
conformance with these Regulations as of the date of 
receipt of such application shall not be required 
thereafter to comply with any change in these Regula
tions (or in the Inventory Map of Wetland Boundaries) 
taking effect on or after the date of receipt of such 
application. The provisions of this subsection shall 
not be construed to apply: 

(i) to the establishment, amendment, or change of 
boundaries of inland wetlands or watercourses, 

or 

(ii) to any change in these Regulations necessary to 
make them consistent with the provisions of 
Chapter 440 of the Connecticut General Statutes 
as of the date of receipt of such application. 

Such amendments, changes, or repeals shall be made by ma
jority vote of the Commission after it has held a public 
hearing in relation thereto, at which hearing interested 
parties and citizens shall have opportunity to be heard. 
Notice of the time and place for such public hearing shall 
be published in a newspaper having general circulation in 
the Town at least twice at intervals of not less than two 
(2) days--the first not more than fifteen (15) days nor 
less than ten (10) days, and the second not less than two 
(2) days before such hearing. A copy of the proposed 
amendments, changes, or repeals shall be filed in the of
fice of the Town Clerk at least ten (10) days before the 
date of the hearing. 

The Commission shall provide a copy of the hearing notice 
and a copy of proposed amendments to the Regulations to 
the Department of Environmental Protection thirty-five 
(35) days prior to the hearing on their adoption. 
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17.4 

17.5 

17.6 

Any petition submitted in writing and in a form prescribed 
by the Commission requesting a change in these Regulations 
or in the boundaries of an inland wetland or watercourse 
on the Inventory Map -shall be considered at a public hear
ing in the manner provided for in Section 17: 17.2. Such 
hearing shall be held within ninety (90) days after the 
Commission receives such a petition, and the Commission 
shall act on the petition within sixty (60) days after the 
hearing. The petitioner shall be required to pay, at a 
minimum, the fee specified in "Appendix C" at the time of 
SUbmitting the petition, and the Commission may set a 
higher fee commensurate with the anticipated expenses of 
the publication, the hearing, and any investigation of the 
subject that the Commission deems necessary. The peti
tioner may consent in writing to extension of any of the 
time periods specified in Section 17: 17.4 for the hearing 
and subsequent decision process, provided that the total 
extension of any such period shall not be for longer than 
the original period as specified in this subsection, or 
may withdraw such petition. The failure of the Commission 
to act within any time period specified in this subsec
tion, or any extension thereof, shall not be deemed to 
constitute approval of the petition. 

New Regulations and changes in the Inventory Map shall 
become effective at a time set by the Commission--provided 
that a copy of such new regulations and changes is filed 
by then in the office of the Town Clerk. 

These Regulations shall be automatically amended at any 
time the Act is amended to the extent necessary to make 
them consistent with the Act. The Commission shall make 
such amendments in the published Regulations as soon as 
possible. 
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SECTION 18: APPENDIX "A" 

TOWN OF WASHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

INLAND WETLANDS AND CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

APPLICATION FOR AN EXEMPTION 
Under the Town'S Inland Wetlands and 
watercourses Regulations 

Applicant (owner): 

Name: 

Mailing Address: 

========================= 
For commission Use only 

Date Rec 'd.: 
Application *': 
Approv'd/Denied: 

Designated Agent or 
Chairman 

========================= 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

Phone(s): Home: ( ) _____ _ Business: ( __ ) _____ _ 

Street Address of property for which a ruling is sought: 

NOTE: IF APPLICABLE, THE INFORMATION AS TO AN AUTHORIZED AGENT 
MUST BE PROVIDED AND APPLICANT MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN AU
THORIZATION. 

Authorized Agent's mailing address: 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

Authorized Agent's telephone: 

Project description and purpose: 

Attach a diagram, drawing, or plot plan of sufficient scale and 
detail to shaw the proposed activity. 

Page 1 of 2 
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Check the use or operation proposed in wetlands or watercourses in this appli
cation. 

1. The proposed use or activity conforms to the following permitted uses as 
outlined in section 4: 4.1 of the Washington Inland wetlands and 
watercourses Regulations (check the appropriate section[s]): 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Grazing, farming,nurseries, gardening and harvesting of 
crops. 

Farm pond three (3) acres or less essential to the farming 
operation. 

Construction of a residential home for which a building per
mit has been issued prior to July 1, 1987 (attach copy of 
valid building permit). 

Boat anchorage or mooring. 

Use incidental to the maintenance and enjoyment of property 
presently used for residential purposes (containing a dwell
ing), which property is equal to or smaller than the largest 
minimum lot size as required by the Town of Washington Zon
ing Regulations. 

2. The proposed use or activity will not disturb the natural or indigenous 
character of the wetland or watercourse and conforms to one of the fol
lowing non-regulated uses outlined in section 4: 4.2 of the Washington 
Inland Wetlands and watercourses Regulations (check the appropriate sec
tion(s): 

A. 

B. 

Conservation of soil, vegetation, water, fish or wildlife. 

outdoor recreation. 

3. The proposed use or activity is not regulated pursuant to section 2: 2.32 
of the washington Inland wetlands and watercourses Regulations because 
(check appropriate section(s): 

A. 

B. 

C. 

The proposed activity or use of the property will not affect 
or alter wetlands or watercourses (documentation may be re
quired in accordance with section 4: 4.4 of the Washington 
Inland wetlands and watercourses Regulations. 

The proposed activity or use is one which is the exclusive 
jurisdiction of a state or federal agency (provide documen
tation). 

The use or activity was legally existing as of the effective 
date of the washington Inland wetland and watercourses Regu
lations or before July 1, 1974 whichever date is earlier, 
and does not involve new, additional or expanded activity in 
a wetland or watercourse (provide documentation). 

Property OWner's signature Date 
Page 2 of 2 
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SECTION 19: APPENDIX "B" 
========================= 

TOWN OF WASHINGTON, CONNECTICUT For Commission Use Only 

Date Rec' d. : 
Fee Paid: 

INLAND WETLANDS AND CONSERVATION COMMISSION Check #/cash: 
Maker: 

APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT 
Application #:~ ______ _ 
Approv'd/Denied: ______ _ 

To conduct a Regulated Activity 
Under the Inland wetlands and Watercourses Act ________________ , chmn. 

========================= 
An application must be received by the commission three (3) business days prior 
to a regular meeting in order to be placed on the agenda. The applicant is 
responsible for providing all pertinent information. 

please type or print: 

A. Applicant (owner) and property Information: 

1. Name of owner: 

2. Mailing address: 

city State zip Code 

3. Phone(s): HOME: ( _____ ) __________ __ BUSINESS: ( _____ ) __________ _ 

4. Address of property for which a permit is sought: 

Assessor's Map, Lot Numbers: Total Acreage 

5. Authorized agent' s* name: 

Address: 

phone: 

*Attach written authorization. 

B. project Information ("yes" or "no" answers): 

1. Is any portion of the property on which the regulated 
activity is proposed located within 500 feet of the 
boundary of an adjoining municipality? 

2. will a significant portion of the traffic to the com
pleted project use streets within the adjoining 
municipality? 

3. will a significant portion of the sewer or water 
drainage from the project site flow through and sig
nificantly impact sewage or drainage systems within the 
adjoining municipality? 

Page 1 of 3 
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B. project Information ("yes" or "no" answers), cont'd.: 

4. will water run-off from the improved site impact 
streets or other municipal or private property within 
the adjoining municipality? 

NOTE: If the answer to any of the questions in section B is "yes", you, 
the applicant, are required to give written notice of your application, by 
certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, to the Inland wetlands Agency of 
the adjoining municipality, on the same day that you submit this applica
tion. 

C. Name the activity for which a permit is requested: 

Is the proposed activity 

1. within 200 feet of Lake waramaug, the shepaug River, the 
Bantam River, Bee Brook, Meeker Swamp, popple Swamp, 
Battle Swamp, or Ash Swamp? 

If "yes", which? 

2. within 100 feet of any other swamp, marsh, or bog as 
determined by soil type and vegetation? 

3. within 100 feet of the East Aspetuck River, Kirby Brook, 
Mallory Brook, Sprain Brook, Walker Brook, or any brook 
directly tributary to Lake Waramaug, the shepaug River, 
the Bantam River, or Bee Brook? 

If "yes", which? 

4. within 50 feet, or 100 feet for proposed septic install
ation or repair, of any other wetland or watercourse? 

D. proposed activity will involve the following within wetlands, a water
course, and/or a regulated area (check appropriate box or boxes): 

alteration 
pollution 
removal of materials 
discharge to 
other (describe) 

construction 
deposition of materials 
bridge or culvert 
discharge from 

E. please attach the following: 

1. 

2. 

A written description of the proposed activity identified in section 
D. Include the nature and volume of material to be deposited, re
moved, or transferred. Include the sequence in which the work will 
be done. 

An 8~" x 11" photocopy of the pertinent section of the USGS Topogra
phic quadrangle (on the same scale) with the project site outlined or 
pinpointed. 
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3. scale drawings (overhead and side views) of the project si te that 
show the project in detail and include the following: 

a. Date of drawings and name of person responsible; 
b. Dimensions and exact locations of the project, including spoils 

deposit area(s), if applicable; location of sedimentation and 
erosion controls; location of buildings and improvements. 

c. Property lines, scale of drawing, North arrow; 
d. Location of high/low water lines and/or wetlands boundaries; 
e. Location of watercourses and direction of flow; 
f. Ground slope (percentage and direction) adjacent to wetlands 

and/or watercourses; 
g. Approximate water depth and bottom characteristics, if applic

able; 

4. soil erosion and sediment control plan. 

5. If a soil scientist is involved, his name, written report and field 
sketch. 

NO~1!l1 

quires: 
In the case of a significant activity, the cOlIUIlission re-

1. an A-2 survey showing wetland boundaries that have been flagged 
in the field by a soil scientist and surveyed and plotted by a 
licensed surveyor, and 

2. the names and mailing addresses of all adjacent property owners. 

F. If activity involves the installation or repair of a septic system(s), has 
plan been approved by the Health Official? Yes No ____ _ 

G. List the name, address, title, and phone number of any professional or 
contractor to be involved in the project: 

By signing below as the property owner, you certify that: 

1. You are familiar with the information provided with this application and 
it is complete and accurate to the best of your knowledge and you are 
aware that any permit obtained through deception or misleading or inaccur
ate information is subject to revocation. 

2. You consent ·to necessary and proper inspections of the above-mentioned 
property by the cOlIUIlission or its designated agents at reasonable times, 
both before and after the colIUIlission issues a final decision. 

Date: 

NO~I!l: 

signature of property OWner 

printed Name of Property Owner 

The applicant may be required to supply additional information. To 
save time and avoid rejection of an application, read and use the 
Inland wetlands and watercourses Regulations before applying. 

ATTACH ~BE APPROPRIA~E APPLICA~ION FEE PLUS AN ADDZ~IONAL S~A~E FEE OF $9.00. 
B~B CHECKS MUS~ BE MADE PAYABLE ~O ~HE ~OWN OF WASBING~ON. 
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SECTION 20: APPENDIX "c" 

INLAND WETLANDS AND CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Schedule of Filing Fees--(Regulation 7.4) 

Copy of IWW Regulations ••• . . . . • $ 10.00 

Pre-application Advice • • • 
Application for Exemption. • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • No charge 
•• No charge 

Repair of Septic System (Application Required) • $ 20.00 

Application for Subdivision Review, per proposed lot* ••• $ 10.00 
Plus the following, if applicable: 

Application for a permit to conduct regulated activity: 
Residential Uses: 
Basic Fee*, activity directly impacting and/or dis

turbing 1/2-acre or less of regulated area • • • • • 
Plus per additional, impacted 1/2-acre or part thereof. 

Commercial, Industrial, Non-residential Uses: 
Basic Fee*, activity directly impacting and/or dis-

turbing 1/2-acre or less of regulated area. • 
Plus per additional, impacted 1/2-acre or part thereof. 

$ 60.00 
$ 30.00 

$100.00 
$ 25.00 

*State of Connecticut Surcharge • • • • • • • • • • $ 9.00 
(Must be submitted with all permit and review applications.) 

Supplemental Application Fee for Review of each 1/2-acre 
or part thereof of regulated area on which unauthorized, 
regulated activity has occurred ••••••••••• ~ $120.00 

(NOTE: Submission of this fee does not insure authoriza
tion of any regulated activity. It shall apply 
whenever work has been conducted in regulated 
areas by a property owner or his agent(s) with
out proper authorization or a permit, thereby 
necessitating additional administrative and 
regulatory action by the Commission, its en
forcement agent and/or staff.J 

Supplemental Public Hearing Fee •••••••••••••• $250.00 
(Payable within five (5) business days of Hearing Notice 
pUblication. ) 

Extensions, Transfers, or Minor Revisions of Permits ••• $ 25.00 

Fee for Amendment Request (refer to Section 17: 17.4) ••• $100.00 

EXEMPTION: Town of Washington is exempt from all fee requirements 
under these regulations. 
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SECTION 21: APPENDIX "D" 

Start Card and Finish Card Forms 

Use the first page of this form to notify the Chair of the Commission 
that you want to start your permitted activity. You must plan to set aside 
two Town working days between the time your erosion controls and other best
management practice controls are in place and when you want to start your 
project. (This is not any longer than the set-aside time for "Call Before 
You Dig." Let "Call Before You Dig" be your reminder to notify the Commis
sion with your "Start Card.") Cut off the "Start Card" shown below and 
deliver when ready. 

CUT LINE 

-------------------------------------------------------------
START CARD 

ApPLICANT --------------------------------------------------
PERMIT NUMBER 

------------------
FOR 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

AT 
-------------------------------------------------------------------

The "Start" date of the above-regulated activity for which I have 
been granted approval by the Town of Washington Inland Wetlands 
and Conservation Commission is ------------------------------------

SIGNATURE 

PHONE NUMBER DATE 
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Start Card and Finish Card Forms 

Use the second page of this form to notify the Chair of the Commission 
when your project is complete and you want to remove your erosion controls 
and other best-management practice controls. You may not remove your con
trols without the approval of the Commission or its designated agent. Cut 
off the "Finish Card" shown below and deliver to the Chair of the Commis
sion. 

CUT LINE 

-------------------------------------------------------------
FINISH CARD 

ApPLICANT ----------------------------------------------------------
PERMIT NUMBER ------------------
FOR ----------------------------------------------------------

AT __________________________________________________ ___ 

The "Finish" date of the above-regulated activity for which I have 
been granted approval by the Town of Washington Inland Wetlands 
and Conservation Commission is ------------------------------------

SIGNATURE 

PHONE NUMBER DATE 
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SECTION 22: APPENDIX "E" 

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
Statewide Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Activity Reporting Form 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 22a-39-14 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, this form is to be completed for each action taken 
by an inland wetlands agency established pursuant to Section 22a-42 of the Connecticut General Statutes. Use a separate form to report each action taken 
by the agency. It is recommended that this form be made part of the application package. Inland wetlands agencies are responsible for verifying that the 

information provided below is accurate and that it reflects the final action of the agency. 

1. TOWN IN WHICH THE ACTION IS OCCURRING: ____________________ _ 

Does this project cross municipal boundaries? Yes_ No 
If so, please list the other towns in which the action is occurring: _________________ _ 

2. LOCATION: USGS Quad Map name: _______________ _ AND Number: ____ _ 

Attach a clean 8 'l'2 " x II n original scale photocopy of the USGS Quad Map with. in red ink, the boundary of the project site 
outlined (where possible) or the project site pinpointed with an arrow. Do not circle the "general vicinity" of the site. In the lower 
right-hand corner of each USGS Quad Map there is an identifying name, write the name from the corresponding map in the space 
prOvided above. Quad numbers are found on the Connecticut Town and Quadrangle Index Map (the directory to all USGS Quad 
Maps). Please prOvide the number in the space provided above. Do not attach a copy of the National Wetlands Inventory Map. 
Do Not attach a copy of the Connecticut Town and Quadrangle Index Map. 

3. NAME OF APPLICANT, VIOLATOR OR PETITIONER: ___________________ _ 

Supply the name of the person applying for a permit, petitioner for a map amendment or jurisdictional ruling, or reCipient of the 
enforcement action. 

4. NAME FOR PROJECT SITE: __________________________ _ 

Supply the name given to the project, or the name by which the project site is generally known. 

Briefly describe the project: 

5. ACTIVITY TYPE CODE: 

Provide the code or codes which best characterize the activity being reported. A maximum of 4 codes may be entered. For example, 
locating a dri,veway in a buffer/upland review area would be code "9" and code "12" (code "7" is not used), The construction of a 
house in the buffer/upland review area would most likely be codes "2" for excavation, "9" for driveway construction, and" 12" for 
buffer/upland review area. Construction of a parking lot in a buffer/upland review area may be codes "I", "7", "10", and "12", 

1 ... Filling 7 .... Culverting (not for roadways) 
2 ..• Excavation 8 •... Underground Utilities (no other activities) 
3 ... Land Clearing/ Grubbing (no other activity) 9 .... Roadway / Driveway Construction 
4 ... Stream Channelization 10 '" Drainage Improvements 
5 ... Stream Stabilization 11 ... Pond Dredging / Dam Construction 
6 ... Stream Clearance (removal of debris only) 12 ... Activity in Buffer / Upland Review Area 

6. ACTIVITY PURPOSE COCE: 

Page 1 

Enter only one code letter which best characterizes the activity. ALL STATE AGENCY PROJECTS MUST ONLY CODE "N", * 
A ... Residential Improvement by Homeowner 
B .•. New Residential Development for Single Family Units 
C , .. New Residential Development for Multi-Family / Condos 
D ... Commercial/Industrial Uses 
E ... Municipal Project 
F ... Utility Company Project 
G ... Agriculture, Forestry or Conservation 
H ,., Wetland Restoration, Enhancement, Creation 

of 2 

I ". Storm Water / Flood Control 
J ' .. Erosion / Sedimentation Control 
K ... Recreation / Boating / Navigation 
L . , . Routine Maintenance 
M .. Map Amendment 

·N , . , State Agency Project 
P .,. Other 
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7. AREA OF WETLANDS ANDIOR WATERCOURSES ALTERED: 

r· 
Include areas that are altered or are proposed to be altered. temporary or permanent. for all agency permits. denials. amendments, 
and enforcement actions. Remember. these figures represent onb' the acreage altered, not the total acreage of wetlands or 
watercourses on the site. Figures should be provided by the applicant in the application. Provide all information in acreage 
including those areas less than one acre. To convert from square feet to acres. divide square feet by the number 43.560. Enter a 
zero if there is no alteration. Open water body altered refers to lakes. ponds or similar bodies of water that are filled or dredged. 
Stream alterations are to be reported in linear feet and include the total length of the river. brook. stream or other watercourse , 
directly altered as a result of the action taken by the agency. Include any culverting (roadway. etc.). channel improvements. rip rap 
installation. relocation or dredging. 

A. Wetland Area Altered: _____ ACRES 

B •. Open Water Body Area Altered: _____ ACRES 

C. Stream Alteration: _____ LINEAR FEET 

8. BUFFER I UPLAND REVIEW AREA ALTERED: _____ ACRES 

Buffer or upland review areas are those areas adjacent to wetlands or watercourses where activities are regulated by the local 
agency. Report the acreage of upland reyiew areas that are altered or are proposed to be altered, temporary or permanent, for all 
agency permits. denials. amendments. and enforcement actions; or for agent approval pursuant to 22a-42a(c)(2). For example, a 2 
acre project site may have an activity occurring in 1 acre of buffer / upland review area and 0.25 acres of wetlands. Therefore, 0.25 
acres will be reported on line 7 A and 1 acre on line 8. 

9. AREA OF WETLANDS ANDIOR WATERCOURSES RESTORED, ENHANCED OR CREATED: ACRES 

Mitigation measures may be considered as a condition of issuing a permit for an activity. Report areas that are, or are 
proposed to be, restored. enhanced or created for all agency permits. denials, amendments. and enforcement actions. Restored or 
enhanced applies to previously existing wetlands or watercourses. For example. a wetland area filled two years ago is proposed to be 
restored by removing the existing fill. Created applies to an upland area which is converted into wetlands or watercourses. 

FOR MUNICIPAL AGENCY USE ONLY 

THE INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY MUST ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION 

PROVIDED BELOW IS ACCURATE AND THAT IT REF"LECTS THE flli& 
ACTION 01" THE AGENCY. COMPLETED FORMS FOR ACTIONS TAKEN 

DURING A CALENDAR MONTH SHALL BE MAILED BY THE AGENCY TO' 

THE DEP NO LATER THAN THE 15TH DAY OF THE I"OLLOWING MONTH. 

MAIL REPORTING FORMS TO: 

Inlalld Water Resources Division, DEP, 
79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT. 06106 

QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE WETLANDS MANAGEMENT 

SECTION AT (BeO) 424-30 I 9. 

NAME /1TT1.E OF PERSON COMPLETlNG 11-IIS FORM: 

(PRINT) ____________________ _ 

(SIGNATURE) __________________ _ 

DATE AcnON WAS TAKEN: MONTH ___ _ YEAR ___ _ 

WAS A PUBLIC HEARING HELD? YES __ _ No ___ _ 

AcnON TAKEN: ENTER LETTER ____ _ 

A. PERMIT GRANTED BY AGENCY 

B. PERMIT DENIED BY AGENCY 

C. PERMIT EXTENDED/AMENDED BY AGENCY 

D. AGENT APPROVAL PURSUANT TO 22a-42a(c)(2) 

E. APPEAL 01" AGENT APPROVAL PURSUANT TO 22a-42a(c)(2) 

F. MAP AMENDMENT (AMENDMENT TO THE OFFICIAL TOWN 
WETLANDS MAP, NOT A PRO,JECT SITE MAP) 

G. ENI"ORCEMENT NOTlCe:/ORDER 

H. ,JURISDICTIONAL RUUNG (I.E.: ACTlvmES "PERMITTED AS 01" 
RIGHT" OR ACTIvmES CONSIDERED NON-REGULATED) 

Page 2 of 2 

FOR STATE USE ONLY 

DATE RECEIVED: 

GIS CODE #: ______________ _ 

FILE # (SAME AS QUAD #): -------------------
FORM COMPLETED: YES NO ____ _ 

IF "NO", DATE MAILED TO TOWN: ________ _ 

DATE RETURNED TO DEP: 

REVISED 1/98 
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